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The Living Bread 
By Theodore T. Holway ' 


PELLBOUND they listened to the Word Divine, 
Those thousands from the distant plains: forgot 
The bench, the nets, the scanty garden-plot, 
The galling Roman yoke. The feast, the wine, 
The dance, all vanished; and one face benign 
Shone forth in beauty, till their common lot 
Of petty aims and cares clean thro’ was shot 
With dignity sublime. God’s great design 
Unfolded like the shining sea. They heard; 
But would they heed? Or would the gift be spurned ? 
Once more with manna was the desert spread, 
As loaves and fish obeyed the Master’s word. 
The thousands ate, nor dreamed how Jesus yearned 
To feed their spirits with the Living Bread! 








An Index to the contents of The Sunday School 
Times for 1917, both general and classified by de- 
partments, by titles, and by authors, giving also 
titles and authors of books noticed, may be had from 
The Sunday School Times Company for ten cents. 
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The Book Job Wanted 


_ Suppose you had lived in the world when the 
Bible was out of reach or even when there was no 
Bible. The Reformers and their followers would risk 
death to secure a Bible. They prized it because it 
was\God’s written message to a lost and perplexed 


world. And yet some men esteemed as scholars are 
devoting their lives to mutilating this message from 
heaven! Did you ever notice how Job missed the 
Bible? While Job is the oldest book of the Bible it 
is the story of a man who did not have the Bible. His 
three friends failed to answer the great questions he 
asked about life and death, and no wonder! Eliphaz 
could only argue from experience, Bildad from tra- 
dition, and Zophar from the ground of human merit. 
Job’s afflictions had made him think that God had 
something against him, so that he cries out, “Oh, that 
mine Adversary had written a book!” Do we fully 
appreciate that God has given to us what he did not 
give to Job or the generations preceding him—the 

ook that contains His charge against us, and 
that tells the glorious way in which the account has 
been settled? 

ya 


Are We Competing With Ourselves ? 


When did you last take stock of your spiritual 
attainments? Not, of course, in the spirit of the Phari- 
see, but in the spirit of a steward. Do we have as 
much zeal for our growth in the Christian life as the 
little boy who, year in and year out, makes a mark 
on the wall-paper in order to note the inches he is 
adding to his stature? Robert E, Speer says “the 
only worth while competition is competition with 
ourselves, to beat our own record, to surpass our own 
best achievements.” Progress in the Christian life 
is not merely a privilege, but it is a command. “Grow 
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ,” wrote Peter in his second epistle. 
Praise God that His “grace is sufficient for thee,” 
for to-day’s task and for, the present temptation; but 
let us remember the possibility of the task being 


vé 


harder and the temptation fiercer to-morrow, for 
which “He giveth more grace.” When Paul said 
we should forget the things that are behind, was he 
thinking only of sin and failures? Should we not 
also forget the measure of our present Christian 
attainment and press forward to greater achieve- 
ment through the supernatural, resurrection power 
of the omnipotent God who worketh in us? 


x 
“Where is Your Faith?” 


Is your faith the kind that Jesus wants you to 
have? That was a searching question he asked the 
disciples after the storm, “Where is your faith?” 
In a forceful sermon upon this text, a minister re- 
cently said that the faith of the disciples was doubt- 
less in their boat. Our boat is the circumstance in 
which we are trusting—gentle breeding, a good bank 
account, position, health and strength, the helping 
hand of friends, or what not. When these fail, we 
think we are sinking. Then the disciples doubtless 
trusted in themselves, as we are prone to do, too. 
Peter was a pretty good pilot and James and John 
were nimble in reefing sails—until that st6rm came. 
Up to this time they had never seen a ship filled with 
water but that it sank. That was a law of nature. 
They could not conceive that it could be reversed 
and they trusted in it, They altogether forgot that 
Jesus was always superior to circumstances, that he 
was God manifest in the flesh and was greater than 
themselves, and that he as the Creator of natural 
law could easily reverse the laws he himself had 
made. At another time, Jesus said to his disciples, 
“Have the faith of God.” Faith is “not of your- 
Selves, It is the gift of God.” This is the only kind 
worth having. 


we 


How Jesus Lived the Victorious Life 


read that he was tempted in all points like as we 

are, yet without sin. But have you ever asked, 
Of what comfort or strength is it to me that he was 
tempted in all points as I am, tf he was without sin? 
It is just because J am not without sin that I fall be- 
fore these temptations. Is it true after all that the Lord 
Jesus was a man as I am? Was not the real secret 
of his victory over sin the fact that he was God? 
Is not the secret of my defeat the fact that I am 
just a man and not God? The answer to these ques- 
tions reveals one of the richest secrets in the Word 
concerning the real meaning of the Victorious Life. 
For we shall find this startling truth, that if we are 
to live the Victorious Life at all we must live it ex- 
actly as Jesus of Nazareth lived it. 

Christ had to come to earth to show u- what man 
is like. A needed emphasis has been put upon the 
truth that our Lord came to earth to reveal the 
Father,—to show men what God is like. But it was 
just as necessary that our Lord should reveal what 
God intended man to be. 

If we wish to know what God is like there is but 
one thing to do: look at Jesus. So there is no way 
of discoyering what a true man is like except by 
looking at Jesus. He is the only “man,” in the true 
sense of the word, who has lived since sin entered the 
human race. Through the fall man lost the image 
of God, and from that day until our Lord came there 
was no example of man as God intended him to be. 

A mistaken notion, encouraged by the poets, pre- 
vails quite commonly, that to sin is human; to for- 
give, divine. Whatever the measure of truth in the 
little sentiment, the error in it is more dangerous. 
To sin is not human; it is devilish. Sin is no part of 
man as God planned him to be. And so our Lord 
represents in himself what God intended a man to 
be, and he lived according to that plan. 

The name for himself most often upon the lips of 


|: WHAT sense was Jesus a man as we are? We 





This is the first of a series of editorials discussing vital questions 
concerning the Victorious Life, by Robert C. McQuilkin, who was 
for five years associate editor of The Sunday School Times, and 
ee left the work here with a view to going into mission work in 

ica. 





our Master was “the Son of man.” A notable Greek 
scholar has recently pointed out that this expression 
means far more than a son of a human parent. It 
rather suggests that gathered up into this Son of man 
are all the qualities of what “man” is. So, may we 
not say that as the fulness of God dwelt in him bodily 
so did the fulness of man dwell in him? 

Some one has suggested that God did wonderful 
things through the Lord Jesus not because Jesus was 
God, but because he was perfect man. What does 
this really mean in terms of our everyday life? 

Nowhere in Scripture is there such a remarkable 
setting forth, first of the deity of our Lord, then of 
his humanity, side by side, as in the first and second 
chapters of the Epistles to the Hebrews. “God, having 
of old time spoken unto the fathers in the prophets 
by divers portions and in divers manners, hath at the 
end of these days spoken unto us in a Son.” Thus 
the wonderful epistle opens; and then that Son is 
presented first as one who expresses the very image 
of the substance of God. He is compared with 
angels, and shown to be infinitely above them. God 
the Father speaks of his angels as messengers; he 
addresses the Son: “thy throne, O God.” In the 
second chapter again are angels compared, this time 
with man. The same Son is shown to be made for 
a little while lower than the angels, taking the form 
of man. 

In this first chapter of Hebrews the Holy Spirit, 
when he seeks to attest the truth that Jesus is God, 
calls the Old Testament to witness, and two groups 
of three quotations each are made, each time the 
words being put in the mouth of God the Father. 
In the second chapter when the Spirit seeks to press 
home the parallel truth that Jesus is a man, one with 
us, he uses a group of three quotations from the Old 
Testament. In these quotations we shall discover 
something of the preciousness for us of the truth 
that the Lord Jesus was a man, one with his brethren. 
“For both he that sanctifieth and they that are sanc- 
tified are all of one: for which cause he is not 
ashamed to call them brethren, saying ...” (Heb. 2: 
11), Then there follow in the twelfth and thirteenth 









































































ee RR Tee 









134 


verses of the second chapter of Hebrews the three 
quotations from the Old Testament. 

This is the first: 

“T will declare thy name unto my brethren, 
In the midst of the congregation will I sing 
thy praise.” 

This is the twenty-second verse of the twenty- 
second Psalm, the Crucifixion Psalm. But the 
twenty-second Psalm is more than a crucifixion 
Psalm; it is a resurrection Psalm as well. This 
twenty-second verse that the Spirit uses to prove that 
Jesus is one with us is the first verse of the resur- 
rection half of the Psalm. When our Lord rose 
from the dead he said, “Go unto my brethren, and 
say to them, I ascend unto my Father and your 
Father, and my God and your God” (John 20: 17). 
This was the first time that our Lord linked those 
words “my Father and your Father.” For in his resur- 
rection he was in a new way “the firstborn of many 
brethren.” “Thou art my Son, this day have I be- 
gotten thee,” was not spoken of the eternal gener- 
ation of the Son of God, the living Word who was 
not begotten on a day but was before all time. 
Neither do the words refer to the glad day when 
the babe was born of the Virgin. They refer to that 
glad resurrection day when in a new way he de- 
clared God’s name unto his brethren. This is made 
clear in Acts 13:32, 33: “And we bring you good 
tidings of the promise made unto the fathers, that 
God hath fulfilled the same unto our children, in that 
he raised up Jesus; as also it is written in the second 
ey Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten 
thee.” 

We are one with our elder Brother, then, in death 
and resurrection, and here is the death-blow to 
Satan’s lie of universal brotherhood and universal 
fatherhood, The firstborn of many brethren is brother 
only to those who share in His death that they may 
share also in his new birth. 

The third word from the Old Testament quoted in 
the second chapter of Hebrews which attests the 
humanity of our Lord is this: “Behold, I and the 
children whom God hath given me.” These words 
from Isaiah 8:18 were originally from the lips of 
Isaiah, who said: “Behold, I and the children whom 
God hath given are for signs and for wonders in 
Israel for Jehovah of hosts.” Dr. W. J. Erdman 
once remarked that when Isaiah’s two sons walked 
along the streets of Jerusalem they were living ser- 
mons for the children of Israel to read. The name of 
one was “Maher-shalal-hash-baz,” and whenever an 
Israelite looked upon this son he heard God saying 
to him “the spoil speedeth, the prey hasteth.” If he 
believed God he knew that this was a prophecy of the 
terrific judgment of God that was to fall on a sin- 
ning nation. Isaiah’s other son was “Shear-jashub,” 
or “the remnant shall return,” and the discerning 
Israelite who could read this sermon aright saw in 
it the glad hope of God’s grace in the day of judg- 
ment saving a remnant of those who put their trust 
in him. The name of the father of these two sons, 
“Isaiah,” means “the salvation of Jehovah.” 

Evidently the thought is that our Lord and we, 
his brethren, are still for signs and wonders in set- 
ting forth the salvation of Jehovah in its two phases, 
of terrific judgment that is to come upon a disobedi- 
ent world and the glad message of salvation to the 


remnan’ gvho shall believe. 

The ,g@tond quotation from the Old Testament used 
in the .@ond chapter of Hebrews to prove our Lord’s 
true | ufianity is in these remarkable words: “I will 
put n Wtrust in him.” How can this quotation have 


any bearing on the fact that he is our brother and 
that he lived down here as a man? 

The quotation is from the second verse of Psalm 
eighteen: “The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, 
and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I 
will trust.” These originally are “the words of 
David, the servant of the Lord, who spake unto the 
Lord the words of this song in the day that the Lord 
delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and 
from the hand of Saul.” But, as a noted Bible 
teacher has pointed out, the Holy Spirit put into the 
mouth of David words that went infinitely beyond 
his own experience, words that could only be ful- 
filled in their true meaning when the greater Son of 
David came and met the forces of evil that were 
faintly foreshadowed by the enemies David met. 
Read through the eighteenth Psalm as the words of 
the Lord Jesus. It is an inspired description of the 
awful conflict of the powers of darkness against the 
Son of man, when he tasted death for every man. 
Have you ever wondered why there were not given tc 
us in the four Gospels more intimate glimpses of the 
human heart throbs of Jesus? Have you wished that 
you might enter somewhat into the meaning of Geth- 
semane, rather than to have him go into the garden 
alone? Read in the eighteenth and other Messianic 
Psalms the human heart-throbs of the Son of man. 

“TI love thee, O Jehovah, my strength. 
Jehovah is my rock, and my fortress, and 
my deliverer; 


My God, my rock, in whom I will take 
refuge; 
My shield, and the horn of my salvation, 


my high tower. 
I will call upon Jehovah, who is worthy to 
be praised: 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


The perfection of Jesus, your 
Deliverer, guarantees the per- 
fection of your deliverance 
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So shall I be saved from mine enemies. 

The cords of death compassed me, 

And the floods of ungodliness made me 
afraid. 

The cords of Sheol were round about me; 

The snares of death came upon me.” 


Read on in the Psalm the description of this con- 
flict with the supernatural powers of evil, and find 
in it the secret of our Lord’s victory over them. He 
did not count upon any strength in himself. He 
looked to another. He was a man, and if there was 
to be any strength in him for victory over that super- 
natural enemy, that strength must come from an- 
other. The secret of our Lord’s victory was just this: 
“I will put my trust in him.” The Holy Spirit made 
no mistake in his selection of Old Testament pas- 
sages when he wished to show that it behooved this 
Saviour of ours “in all things to be made like unto 
his brethren,” and that “in that he himself hath suf- 
fered being tempted, he is able to succor them that 
are tempted” (Heb. 2:17, 18). 

Jesus lived the Victorious Life, not because he was 
God, but because he was perfect man; he lived as 
God planned that man should live. We may reverently 
say, in a very true sense, that our Lord took to him- 
self no more advantage in the matter of winning vic- 
tory over temptations than have we, his brethren. 

But he was God. Yes, all the fulness of the God- 
head was in him, or he could not have made atone- 
ment for the sins of his brethren, But remember 
that Christ Jesus emptied himself. There was some- 
thing that he had as God, in glory with the Father, 
that he did not have as the God-man living here on 
earth. He was rich up there; he was poor down 
here (2 Cor. 8:9). Of what did Jesus empty him- 
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self? He emptied himself of the glory that he had 
with the Father before the oul was. The full 
meaning of that none of us can fathom. But heré 
again there is a very practical application to ouf 
everyday living of this profound doctrine of the hu 
miliation of our Lord: 

He emptied himself of that which would have pre- 
vented him, in the days of his suffering on eart 
from being a true Son of man, 

Jesus voluntarily gave up that inherent power tha: 
was his as God, and lived his life as God intende' 
that man should live his life, in utter dependence ot 
a power not his own. 

When man fell, his sin was a declaration of inde 
pendence of God. He thus made impossible the living 
of a true man’s life, for an essential .part of a man’: 
life is to live moment by moment in utter dependence 
on another, his Maker. 

That is why our Lord constantly pointed away from 
himself. “The Son can do nothing of himself” 
(John 5:19). “I can of myself do nothing: as I 
hear, I judge: and my judgment is righteous; be- 
cause I seek not mine own will, but the will of him 
that sent me” (John 5:30). “I do nothing of my- 
self, but as the Father taught me, I speak these 
things” (John 8:28). “The words that I say unto 
you I speak not from myself: but the Father abid- 
ing in me doeth his works” (John 14:10). Our Lord 
here speaks as the Son of man, not coming in his own 
name, or living in his own name, but in the name and 
by the power of Another dwelling within him. 

The secret of the Son of man, plainly written 
across the record of his earthly conflicts, is surrender 
and faith. “Not I, but the Father.” And “as the 
Father hath sent me, even so send I you” (John 20: 
21), The Son of man’s watchword is, “I will put 
my trust in him.” Only man can say that. Glorified 
God cannot say that. Whenever ran says, “I will 
put my trust in Him,” and means it, all the omnipo- 
tence of the risen and indwelling Lord of resurrec- 
tion life is available for him, and victory is certain. 

The fuller meaning of our Lord's “ emptying” and its rela- 
tion to our own life and service will be unfolded in an editorial 
by Mr. McQuilkin in next week's issue, on “‘ Serving With ‘the 

Mind of Christ.’ ’’ This editorial will prove an illuminating side- 

light on the Quarter’s Review topic, “Jesus Our Example in 


Service,’ of which the Scripture selection is in the second 
chapter of Philippians. 








What Pleasures Should 
the Christian Have? 


Your Open Letter department has as much interest 
for me as the ticker on the stock exchange for a 
broker. It means so much to be in touch with others 
who are traveling the same road. 

I should like some of those who have victory to ex- 
plain just what place pleasure has in their lives. The 
devil’s triangle (dancing, cards, and ‘he theater) has 
had no place in my life for a long time, and I am per- 
fectly willing to let the Lord direct all my pleasures. 
But I wonder just what is to be discriminated against. 

As a matter of fact, I do not think I have spent a 
dollar on pleasure or an hour on amusing myself for 
a year or more. Some people think this is wrong; 
others maintain that the Lord does not expect or want 
us to have pleasure apart from “rejoicing in the Lord.” 
How about it?—A California Reader. 


For some time I have been wanting to see in your 
pages a discussion of “‘pleasure in the life of a Chris- 
tian.” 

Do you think a really surrendered and victorious 
Christian should ever indulge in pleasure for its own 
sake; or should we accept as our pleasure in life the 
joy we get out of helping others, a sort of spiritual 
rejoicing ?—Another California Reader. 


A life of pleasure without interruption is the 
Christian life as God intends it to be. For “In thy 
presence is fulness of joy; in thy right hand there 
are pleasures for evermore” (Psa. 16:11). “They 
shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness of thy 
house; and thou wilt make them drink of the river 
of thy pleasures” (Psa. 36:8). 

These words are not merely descriptions of a won- 
derful life to come, They are characteristics of the 
resurrection life which Christ offers to Christians 
to-day. It is literally true that we may continuously 
have fulness of joy and find pleasure in every act of 
life, pleasure compared with which the most alluring 
amusements and pleasures of the world are as empti- 
ness to a hungry soul. And this ceaseless flow of 
pleasure is not interrupted by the sorrow or perse- 
cution or distress or fellowshiping in the sufferings of 
Christ, which will come. For with Paul we say, 
“I take pleasure in weaknesses, in injuries, in neces- 
sities, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake: 
for when I am weak, then am I strong” (2 Cor. 
12: 10). 

This viewpoint is of course utter foolishness to the 
unsaved, and also to Christians who do not know 
the fulness of the Spirit; and these truths should 
not be pressed upon such friends. It will but confuse 
them. Let the Holy Spirit first do his work of con- 


viction, and of making them dissatisfied with the 
pleasures of the world. 

If a Christian wants to enjoy certain “pleasures” 
provided he can discover that they are lawful for 
him, there is something he has not yet discovered 
about the fulness of joy in the life that is Christ. 

A Christian business man who was dissatisfied with 
his experience in Christ talked for a long whife with 
a friend about how to enter into victory in Christ. 
Their conversation seemed to lead to no definite re- 
sult, until the business man mentioned that though 
he had a few months before lost his taste for tobacco, 
and had given up his inveterate habit of smoking, 
he had occasionally gone back to his cigars, He ex- 
plained that a cigar helped him in two emergencies, 
—whenever he lost his temper in some business deal, 
and when he was alone on a long railroad journey. 

“Do you suppose,” his friend asked him, “that if 
the Lord Jesus were all to you that’He wants to be, 
you would need a cigar on such occasions?” 

The other man saw the point, and on his knees 
realized that there is no fulness of joy nor satisfac- 
tion in life until a man comes to the place of finding 
that Jesus is sufficient, that in Him there is fulness 
of pleasure as well as fulness of everything else that 
the soul of man needs. 

Whatever “pleasure” is not in Christ is a false, 
counterfeit pleasure. A Christian can have true 
pleasure and joy only when he is glorifying his 
Lord. He can do that only hen the Fioly Spirit is 
controlling his activities and enjoyments. 

Remembering, then, that the fellowship of Christ 
and “the joy of the Lord” are really the Spirit-filled 
Christian’s supreme and continual pleasure, the ques- 
tion of what other “pleasures” to have becomes a 
simple one, and easily solved. Whatever such a 
Christian does, whether he eats, or drinks, or “what- 
soever” he does, he does “all to the glory of God” 
(1 Cor. 10: 31). He does it at God’s direction, under 
God’s guidance, in unbroken fellowship with God, in 
order to please God, and to honor and glorify God; 
and therefore he rejoices that God is pleased that he 
should do it. Many an ordinary pleasure of life is 
thus entered into by the Spirit-filled Christian. To 
do his best service for God he needs bodily and men- 


tal recreation, or relaxation, or refreshment, And 
from every standpoint he needs intercourse with 
other persons in various pleasant relationships. Cer- 


tain “pleasures” will give him this. He gladly make8 
these pleasures a part of his life. But they are there 
because it pleases and glorifies the Christ who is his 
Life and his Pleasure. 
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What Justification Is, and What It 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








L “Thou, Lord Jesus, art my righteousness; I am thy sin.”—Luther 


Does 





EN once the Bible is seen to be a revelation 
from God, the question that immediately fol- 
lows is as to the relationship of man to God 

in response to his revefation, and the fundamental 
inquiry is practically that which is found in Job: 
“How can man be just with God?” (9:2.) This im- 
plies that man is not “just” or “right” with God, 
and every religion, ancient and modern, bears its tes- 
timony to this solemn fact. Not only the Jewish re- 
ligion in the Old Testament, but heathen religions of 
the past and the present, give evidence of this pro- 
found fact and great need. The only adequate an- 
swer to the question is to be found in God's revela- 
tion of himself in Scripture. Faint hints are given 
in the Old Testament (Gen, 15:1; Hab. 2:4); but 
for the full, definite teaching it is mecessary to look 
to the New Testament, especially to the teaching of 
the Apostle Paul (Acts 13: 38, 39; Rom. 3; Gal. 3). 
The recent celebration of the Luther quadri-centen- 
ary is a fresh reminder of this great foundation truth, 
which, when proclaimed by Luther and his fellow 
Reformers in the sixteenth century, delivered men 
everywhere from spiritual bondage and introduced 
them into joyous liberty. Four questions cover most 
of the ground. 


I. What is Its Meaning? 


It is important to keep in mind the fact that justi- 
fication always and only refers to our spiritual posi- 
tion in the sight of God, never to our spiritual state 
or condition. Sin has affected our relationship to 
God by bringing us under condemnation and guilt and 
involving us in separation. From the Garden of 
Eden onwards sin has always meant guilt and sepa- 
ration. The theme of the first three chapters of 
Romans has been rightly described as “guilty or not 
guilty.” The Apostle first discusses the case of Gen- 
tiles (1: 17-31); then that of a particular class among 
them (2: 1-16); and lastly that of the Jews who had 
so many special privileges (2:17 to 3:9). The re- 
sult of his inquiry was to bring in all the world guilty 
before God (3: 10-20). So that in the divine sight 
“shall no flesh be justified.” This is in harmony with 
the words of David: “Enter not into judgment with 
thy servant; for in thy sight no man living is right- 
eous” (Psa. 143: 2). 

Justification is the act of God in which he declares 
the sinner free from condemnation and guilt, and re- 
instates him in a position of Divine favor. The con- 
demnation is removed by forgiveness, the guilt is 
taken away by the sinner being regarded as righteous, 
and the separation is removed by restoration to and 
reinstatement in the original position of fellowship. 
Those who know the Greek for our English word 
“justify” (dikaioo) are aware that it means to 
reckon or account or regard as righteous. To justify 
a man is to reckon him righteous before God’s throge. 
It is quite easy to reckon righteous one who is ae. 
ally righteous, for any one could do that: it would 
be simply acquitting a man against whom no accusa- 
tion could be made. But the Gospel speaks of the 
glory and wonder of God’s grace in justifying “the 
ungodly,” a very different matter (Rom, 4:5). 

When this is thoroughly understood, it is at once 
seen that justification is something far more than 
forgiveness. The two are intimately related, but they 
are not one and the same thing. The Apostle clearly 
distinguishes between them (Acts 13:38, 39). For- 
giveness is negative, but justification is positive. For- 
giveness is like being stripped of old clothes, Justifi- 
cation is being clothed in new garments. It is possi- 
ble for a man to forgive his fellow-man, pardoning 
the wrong-doing and refusing to take legal action 
against him; but it is beyond his power to justify 
him, to regard him as though he had never trans- 
gressed. here is an arrangement in England 
whereby the King can of his royal clemency pardon a 
criminal, but he cannot reinstate the man in the posi- 
tion of one who has never broken the law. To the 
end of his days the man will be a pardoned criminal. 
But the King of kings not only can forgive, but can 
clear the offender and reinstate him by regarding him 
as “right” in the eyes of law. 

This shows that while forgiveness may be repeated 
day by day, according to need, justification is never 
repeated, because justif- ation deals with our posi- 
tion or status in the sight of God, and this naturally 
covers the whole of our life, past, present, and future. 
After our justification, our need of forgiveness is 
then associated with our filial position, and we are 
then forgiven as children, not as unconverted sinners. 
This is seen in a well-known passage where God is 
said to be “faithful and righteous to forgive” 
(1 John 1:9). This could not be said of the uncon- 
verted, because it is of God’s mercy, not his faithful- 
ness, that the sinner is forgiven. And so while for- 





Victory over sin was not the only truth blessedly 
borne in upon those who attended the Victorious 
Life Conference last summer at Princeton, New 
Jersey. Other great fundamental truths of the 
whole Gospel—the whole Good News in Christ— 
were gloriously unfolded by Spirit-illumined teach- 
ers from God. Many found amazing new riches 
in the word “‘ Justification,” as this truth in which 
the Reformation centered was opened up to them 
by Dr. Griffith Thomas. His message is now 
shared with The Sunday School Times family; 
and it will be followed by two other great ad- 
dresses delivered at that conference by the same 
Bibie teacher, on Sanctification, and on the Second 
Coming of our Lord. 








giveness cancels the penalty of sin, iustification pro- 
vides a permanent standing before God. 

It is also important to bear in mind the distinc- 
tion between justification and sanctification. Al- 
though these two are connected in experience, they 
must be carefully distinguished ‘a2 our thought. 
Justification, as we have seen, is concerned with our 
position, while sanctification is almost entirely con- 
nected with our condition. The one means relation- 
ship; the other, fellowship. Justification is never re- 
peated, because it is an act; sanctification is repeated, 
because it is a process. The former is associated 
with Christ for us as our peace; the latter is con- 
nected with Christ in us as our power, 

Thus justification, let it be repeated and clearly un- 
derstood, is the gift of a new standing before God. 
Not only is the sinner pardoned, but he is received 
into the Divine favor. He is not only a forgiven 
criminal; he is a reinstated son. 


Il. What is Its Source? 


There are only two main sources to be considered, 
the one human and the other divine. Human ways 
of justification need to be considered in order to 
show their impossibility and falsity. Sometimes 
justification is thought possible in connection with 
natural descent. The Jews of Christ’s day made 
their boast of relationship with Abraham (John 8: 
33), but this was of no power in relation to God, and 
John the Baptist shattered this false confidence when 
he told them that God was able of stones to raise up 
children unto Abraham (Matt. 3:9). Christ him- 
self gave a similar warning when he spoke of many 
coming from afar and sitting in the kingdom of 
heaven, while the children of the kingdom would be 
cast into outer darkness (Matt, 8:11, 12). Paul had 
to face this problem in almost every place he visited, 
and the Epistles to the Galatians and Romans both 
deal specifically with this sad pride of descent (Rom. 
2:28). A similar confidence is apt to be shown to- 
day, when men think of their position as belonging 
to a professedly Christian nation, and even to be the 
descendant of generations of Christian men. But the 
Lord would never have said “ye must be born again,” 
if the first birth had been sufficient. 

Closely associated with this, in connection with the 
Jews, was the desire to obtain justification by their 
own efforts, by what is known as “works of law” 
(Rom. 9:31, 32). Saul of Tarsus was a striking 
example of this, and perhaps it was this fact that led 
him to emphasize the impossibility of it in his Chris- 
tian preaching. Many to-day seem to take the same 
line, by regarding good resolutions and amendment 
of life as an adequate guarantee of their position be- 
fore God. But the Apostle was easily able to show 
the hopelessness of such an attitude, because any one 
who wishes to be justified by his own works muist 
keep the law perfectly, in thought, word, and deed, 
and this both negatively and positively. “Cursed is 
every one who continueth not in all things that are 
written in the book of the law, to do them” (Gal. 
3:10). Merely to mention this is to show the utter 
impossibility of any one being justified by his own 
efforts (Rom. 3:20; Gal. 3:11). 

There is also the serious tendency of thinking that 
justification is somehow dependent upon ordinances. 
We know that circumcision was the ground of 
Israel’s boasting, and against this the Apostle had 
to fight with all his power. He shows clearly that 
Abraham had righteousness reckoned to him before 
he was circumcised (Rom. 4:10, 11), and that in 
Christ Jesus circumcision avails nothing (Gal. 5:16). 
Bishop Moule, in an interesting treatment of Rom- 
ans 2:28, 29 suggests that the words “Jew” and 
“circumcision” might well be altered to “Christian” 
and “baptism” or “the Lord’s Supper,” because the 
same truth is applicable to-day in connection with 
Christian. ordinances, As in the old rite of circum- 
cision, so in the sacraments of to-day, there is a 


serious tendency to trust for justification. But while 
there is no desire or intention of derogating from 
the value and importance of these ordinances in their 
place and for their purpose, it must, nevertheless, be 
pointed out that the fact of baptism, or of Church 
membership, or of regular attendance at the Lord’s 
Table is no necessary guarantee of a right relation 
to God. Justification is not by ordinances, however 
precious and divinely appointed they are. 

There is only one way of justification, one ground, 
one basis, one foundation: the work of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. This is the heart of Paul’s argument 
in Romans 3: 21-26. After showing that men have 
universally sinned, and thereby need a justification 
which they cannot themselves provide, he points out 
that God has set forth Christ to be a propitiation for 
our sins, and that on the ground of this work of our 
Saviour we are reckoned to be righteous in God’s 
sight. This justifying act of God was due to his free 
grace, and was intended primarily to show to the 
world that he himself is righteous as well as the One 
who regards as righteous those who believe in 
Christ. Thus, as it has often been pointel out, the 
Gospel is God’s arrangement or plan by which a sin- 
ner may enter into a new relationship to him. The 
Atonement of Christ forms the foundation .of this 
acceptance of the sinner, and thereby Cd bestows 
what man cannot himself produce. The very God 
against whom we have sinned, and whose righteous 
anger we might well fear, has himself found a way 
whereby in perfect harmony with his righteousness 
he can justify even the most ungodly sinner (Rom. 
4:5). This is the meaning of Calvary, where 
“mercy and truth met together; righteousness and 
peace kissed each other” (Psa. 85: 10). 

It is also deeply interesting to observe the various 
aspects of the work of Christ on our behalf with 
special reference to justification. From one point of 
view God is the source (Rom. 4:5); from another, 
grace is the spring (Rom. 3:24); from another, the 
atoning sacrifice of Christ is the basis (Rom. 5:9); 
and from yet another, the resurrection is the proof 
(Rom. 4:25). 

All this gives special point to the wonderful words 
of Paul: “Him who knew no sin he made to be sin 
on our behalf; that we might become the righteous- 
ness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). The finest com- 
mentary on these words is found in the magnificent 
paradox of Luther, which needs to be pondered and 
proclaimed again and again: “Thou, Lord Jesus, art 
my righteousness; I am thy sin. Thou hast taken 
what was mine; and hast given me what was Thine. 
What Thou wast not Thou didst become; that I might 
become what I was not.” To the same effect are the 
equally splendid words of the great English theolo- 
gian, Hooker, who, speaking of justification, said: 
“Such we are in the sight of God the Father as is 
the very Son of God himself. Let it be counted folly 
or frenzy or fury or whatsoever; it is our wisdom 
and our comfort. We care for no knowledge in the 
world but this, that man hath sinned and God hath 
suffered ; that God hath made himself the sin of men, 
and that men are made the righteousness of God.” 


Ill. What is Its Method? 


The act of God whereby he declares the sinner 
righteous is on the one simple yet all important con- 
dition of faith. This principle is constantiy and em- 
phatically taught in the New Testament, especially by 
the Apostle Paul. “We reckon therefore that a man 
is justified by faith apart from the works of the law” 
(Rom. 3:28), In the same way the faith of Abra- 
ham is used as the outstanding illustration of faith; 
“Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned unto 
him for righteousness” (Rom. ‘-3). The Apostle 
also illustrates this faith from the words of the 
Psalmist (Rom. 4:6-8). There are several other 
passages, both in the Old Testament and in the New 
Testament, where this emphasis on faith is found, 
showing that from first to last, from the commence- 
ment of the Christian life to the close, “the righteous 
shall live by his faith” (Hab. 2: 4). 

If it be asked why this emphasis is placed on faith, 
there are several answers. First, it is the only ade- 
quate response that man can give to the divine reve- 
lation. Second, it is the acknowledgment of our de- 
pendence on Another and of the cessation of our de- 
pendence on ourselves, It is this that makes the con- 
trast between faith and works so important. This 
was the error of the Jews of old and it is the error 
found in several quarters to-day, for there seems to 
be something inherent in human nature that makes 
it cling to its own works. It has always been found 
most difficult for people to accept a salvation which 
is by grace through faith (Eph. 2:8). If a man en- 
deavors to work for his own salvation, the Apostle 
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plainly states that the vital and essential truth of 
the Gospel is destroyed, while to him who believes in 
Christ and renounces his own works God’s message 
of salvation comes, assuring him of righteousness 
(Rom. 4: 4, 5). pa 

When this is properly understood, faith is at once 
seen to be entirely without merit, and is in no sense 


the basis, but only the condition, of our justification. 
We acknowledge by our trust that we do not and can- 
not rest any longer in our own efforts. 

Besides, faith links us to Christ and constitutes the 
means of our spiritual union with him, and, as such, 
it is the foundation of all Christian life and experi- 
ence, covering the whole of our career from begin- 
ning to end. Everything in the New Testament is in 
one way or another “by faith,” and justification is 
only one of the blessings of the Christian life which 
come to us in Christ through faith, It is, therefore, 
not surprising that Paul said to Peter before the 
Christians in Antioch that a man is not justified by 
works of law, but by faith in Christ, because “by the 
—_ of the law shall no flesh be justified” (Gal. 
2: 16). 


IV. What is Its Power? 


The value and importance of justification through 
faith in Christ touches the Christian life at every 
point, and it is of supreme importance that it should 
be considered in relation to all the necessities of 
spiritual experience. 

It is the secret of peace with God. Justification 
gives to the penitent and believing soul a new rela- 
tionship to God. He is forgiven and restored to the 
Diyine favor, and, resting on the assured Word of 
God, he knows that all is well. Some of these imme- 
diate blessings of justification are stated by the 
Apostle Paul, when he speaks of our being justified 
by faith, having peace, and being introduced into the 
Divine presence and favor (Rom. 5:1, 2). All this 
has been helpfully stated’ in some words that are 
frequently quoted: “God said it; Jesus did it; I 
believe it; that settles it. Amen.” 

This truth is also the secret of spiritual liberty. 
It has been well pointed out that the Christian life 
requires at least two elements: it must be free, and 
it must be filial. Bondage must be removed and the 
assurance of our sonship be experienced. This is 
possible only through justification by faith in Christ, 
which both destroys the bondage and reinstates us 
in our position as children of God. It is not sur- 
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prising, therefore, that Luther should speak of this 
doctrine as “the article of a standing or falli 
Church”; and a modern writer has gone further with 
equal truth, saying that it is “the article of a stand- 
ing or a falling soul.” 

This blessed truth of justification by faith is also 
the spring and guarantee of holiness, for in unitin 
us to God in Christ it at once brings into the sou 
the Holy Spirit of God and all the blessings of sancti- 
fication. Thus, it is impossible:to be transformed 
into the image and likeness 6f Christ until and unless 
the penalty of sin is removed, the power of sin 
broken, and the grace of God thereby permitted to 
flow into every part of our life. 

Further, this doctrine is the source and power of 
all true Christian service. The heart is “at leisure. 
from itself” in order to work for. others, and, be- 
cause it is. firmly fixed on the Rock of Ages itself, it 
is able to labor without fear or hesitation on behalf 
of those who are still in the mire and bog of sin. 
The fact that justification is a complete act of God 
and is never repeated, but covers the whole of our 
life, past, present, and future, is the basis and spring 
of our assurance of a new relation to God which 
enables us to live and work without any thought of 
ourselves in self-sacrificing effort on behalf of others. 
It is not too much to say that no work for God 
worthy of the name is possible until and unless we 
have the “blessed assurance” that all is well through 
justification between God and ourselves. 

Not least of all, and in special relation to some of 
the greatest problems of to-day, this doctrine of 
justification through faith in Christ is really the only 
answer to the moral perplexities raised by the fact 
of what is known as Original Sin. It vindicates God’s 
righteousness, while manifesting his mercy (Acts 17: 
30; Rom. 3:25). Our deepest need is a right idea of 
the divine character, and above everything else it is 
essential to know how God can at once be righteous 
and yet justify the ungodly. This problem is insolu- 
ble apart from Jesus Christ, who is the proof of 
God’s capacity to justify, while himself remaining 
just (Rom. 3:26). This is the message of Paul in 
teaching that the Cross is the manifestation of God’s 
righteousness rather than of his mercy (Rom. 3: 21, 
26). So that, as has been aptly said, while mercy 
can bring man to God, only righteousness can bring 
God to man. 
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' Why the Apostles Wrote in “the Koine” 


Does Archeology shed any light on New Testament Greek ? 
By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D, LL.D. 





worthy in the teachings of that magnetic seer, 

Dr. W, G. Moorehead, now gone to his rest. His 
penetrating insight made him one of the modern 
prophets. 

When I sat at his feet as a student some thirty- 
five years ago, he was wont to declare his belief that, 
though the New Testament was not written in pure 
classic Greek, it was written in an Alexandrian dia- 
lect tial was as real and as fixed as the Attic or the 
Dori .g The Giscoveries in Egypt among Greek papyri 
duri'.@ the past twenty-five years have gone contin- 
uou lf toward the establishing of this vision of the 
truth. Now comes this statement by Professor Na- 
ville in his Introduction to the great new popular 
work by Professor Cobern, “The New Archeological 
Discoveries in Their Bearing Upon the New Testa- 
ment”: 

“The only language which would be used for 
preaching the Gospel, and for the books that con- 
tained its doctrine, was the koine, that popular form 
of the Greek language which, after the conquest of 
Alexander, had spread over the whole of Western 
Asia, and particularly in Egypt, where, owing to the 
fact of the kings being Greeks, it had become the 
idiom of a great part of the population, the language 
of trade and of transactions in everyday life. And 
this we know from the enormous literature which has 
been discovered.” 

This Alexandrian dialect of Greek, a conversational 
style as distinguished from the book style, is the 
fundamental discovery noted in Professor Cobern’s 
new book. The Gospels were perhaps the first great 
books to be written in this conversational style in- 
stead of the book style. This colloquial style was 
not low street talk, full of slang, -but cultured con- 
versational language. - The Gospels and other New 
Testament books did for book Greek what Spurgeon 
did for pulpit English; or, as Professor Cobern weil 
says: “Wyclif only did for England what Matthew 
and Mark did for the Roman world,” that is, gave 
“them sacred writings in the language of the people. 
“The Greek of the New Testament compares with the 
classic Greek as the English of ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’ 
and ‘Robinson Crusoe’ compares with the English of 
Macaulay and Browning and Emerson.” “Only about 


Tv prophetic tone of his utterances was note- 


twenty Hebrew words appear in the New Testament, 
although it has not been many. years since hundreds 
of such words were acknowledged by scholars. These 
supposedly Hebrew words have been found, how- 
ever, in the non-Jewish papyri and early inscriptions.” 
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Labor, Love, Larceny, and the Like in Lotus Land 


ITH the permission of Professor Cobern I am 
going to give the readers of The Sunday School 
Times, from time to time, some delectable tidbits 
frem this interesting book. The simple, every- 
day customs of the Egyptians in the early days of 
Christianity in Egypt will appear in these quotations: 
How like daily news to read of “the Alexandrian 
waitress who insists on having a regular ‘day off’ 
mentioned in her contract,” and of the Emperor who 
advanced “a favorite soldier, who had no claim to 
learning, to an . . . influential position in this famous 
Academy of Science (Alexandrian).” From some 
quarrymen comes a complaint against their “boss” 
“saying that they are much overworked by him, and 
in response to this petition these men are given 
wedges to lighten their labors.” “Another complaint 
comes from the workmen in the copper mines, setting 
forth that they have been kept at work for ten 
months steadily without rest, and another from cer- 
tain cavalry soldiers who petition the Strategus, ask- 
ing that they be given as much pay as similar troops 
elsewhere.” 

The poverty of the people of the community ap- 
pears in a “pawnbroker’s record, in which he gives 
the value of the hoes, baskets, shirts, etc., which he 
had received in pawn.” “Everything has risen in 
price” sounds very familiar and: domestic in these 
days. And this, also, with a touch of humor, “Urge 
your wife from me to look after the pigs, and do 
you also take care of the calf. Be sure and send me 
the loaves and the relish. . . . Good-bye.” Still more 
intimate is this letter from a husband to his wife 
“giving directions about his tools and ‘the old cushion 
that is up in the dining-room’”; or this from a wife 
to her husband, a love-letter, “I am not so much as 
anointing myself until I shall hear from you!” 
Again, an old woman makes her will, leaving all her 
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property “to her daughter on condition that she dis- 
onepe her debts and _ her a good funeral.” 

_ What a revelation of graft, equal to the most appal- 
ling graft-scandals of to-day, is this: “It is charged 
that women have been receiving wages for nursing 
foundlings ‘picked up from the dung-hill’ after these 
children have died” ! 

Last of all, “Tourists during the first two cen- 
turies of our era came in multitudes from all lands 
into the Delta, scratching their names upon the Great 
Pyramid, gaping at the strange Apis ceremonies at 
Memphis, and making votive offerings at Naucratis.” 

Prof Camd M. Cobern, The New Archzological 
Discoveries and Their Bearing Upor the New Testament, 


1917. 
vg 
Two Kinds of Loans in Ancient Egypt 


‘TB law of usury in the Pentateuch has been a 
favorite starting-point of criticism by the poor of 
the rich in all places where the Bible has come. 
Much ingenuity has been expended in devising ex- 
planations of that law that would not bring con- 
demnation to modern business loans, 

Some additional fragments of the Code of Ham- 
murabi, that is, some not now contained in what re- 
mains of the Code on the great monument, have come 
to light. These fragments have been published by 
Pére Scheil, and ade Vesennted in the course of quite 
a legal discussion by M. Edouard Cuq. The legal dis- 
cussions do not much concern the general reader 
but a certain clear distinction made in the law is of 
vital interest, and probably points to or rather~con- 
firms the true interpretation. The Code of Ham- 
murabi recognizes two distinct classes of loans. 
These two kinds of loans are called by the French 
translator “loans at interest” and “gratuitous loans.” 
The “loans at interest” were to be repaid in money 
with an agreed rate of interest, the law also stipu- 
lating the maximum rate of interest that might be 
agreed upon. Provision was made for the repay- 
ment of the loan in grain or from the other pos- 
sessions of the borrower, in case he could not pay in 
money. The loan could:also be collected by legal 
proceeding, if it were necessary to do so. “Gratui- 
tous loans” were also to be repaid, but no interest 
was to be paid for the use of the loan, 

This distinction corresponds exactly to one well 
known among ourselves. There are “loans at in- 
terest,” which are commercial loans in the ordinary 
sense, where the borrower procures the loan that he 
may use it in his business for gain. ‘There are also 
loans. that are mere accommodations. of one. friend 
by another, or as mere acts. of charity. They are'to 
meet some emergency or relieve temporary distress or 
want. The lender that charges interest on such a 
loan usually comes in for reprobation by his fellows. 


How Did the Pentateuch’s Usury Laws Apply ? 


ID the Israelites, at the giving of the Penta- 
teuchal laws, have both these kinds of laws, and 
did their law of usury apply to both? 

What opportunity was there in the Wilderness for 
business that called for loans for investment? And 
after the settlement in Canaan, the distribution to 
every family of a piece of land and the application 
of the law of the year of Jubilee, even in small meas- 
ure, rendering, as it did, the alienation of one’s patri- 
mony very difficult, if not practically impossible, pre- 
sents a situation that leaves no room for commer- 
cial loans. The law against usury in Israel, under 
those circumstances, would have to do only with 
gratuitous loans, and so was intended to prevent the 
nefarious business of the pawnbroker. 

M. Edouard Cugq, Revue D’Assyriologie, Troisieme Vol., 
III, pp. 143-158. e 
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The Mysterious Artwork on an Ancient Knife Handle 


A LONG cold ride in an Egyptian “up-country” ex- 
press, a rheumatic awakening to the glory of an 
Egyptian day, the sun just peeping over the high 
bluffs to the east of Nag Hamadi, all fix indelibly 
upon my mind the place of the discovery, or recovery, 
which is the better word here, of a small but remark- 
able relic of ancient history. It is spoken of as pre- 
historic, indeed: Strange that men will persist in call- 
ing that pre-historic which is already a part of his- 
tory. 

At Nag Hamadi has been secured a little “find” of 
great importance in this romantic Nile land. It has 
been published by M. Bénédite in the “Monuments et 
Memoires” of the Acadamie des Inscriptions and_ is 
reproduced by special permission by Professor -Petrie 
in “Ancient Egypt.” The account of these experts is 
technical, but deeply interesting. ‘ Read it. It is im- 
possible to do more in stating the main results of the 
2 ge than to give am Ddutline of the principal 

acts. 

A beautiful large flint knife with an ivory handle— 
the handle artistically carved on both sides—the carv- 
ing, on one side, a a battle scene, a fight between 
long-haired men and short-haired men, boats of two 
kinds below. Carved on the other side to represent a 
hunting scene, with a-long-robed man. between great 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 24 (Mark 6 : 32-56) 


Mesopotamian lions, trained hunting dogs, and a 
hunting lynx. 

Here are clearly three different peoples represent- 
ing three different lands, and at least two kinds of 
boats, yet one art, and that consummate art. Pro- 
fessor Petrie says of it: “We are here made aware 
of a new school of high Art. There are few ancient 
lands that could rival this work, perhaps none that 
could surpass the spirit of the dogs and ibex..... 
This art is not Egyptian; it has no sort of parallel in 
any of the purely historic work of on 


A single keen look at the relic confirms this opin-. 


ion. ere then.was the art which this represented? 
If not Egyptian, was it Mesopotamian, or of some 
intermediate point? The argument is too long and 
technical, but the conclusion of the learned com- 
mentator, which seems borne out by the facts, is that 
this art is of an intermediate country between Egypt 
and Mesopotamia, probably the South Arabian coast- 
land. Professor Petrie’s explanation is that this 
coast-land country represented an intermediate mi- 
Gatey movement which handed on the art from its 
lamite home to the Egyptian people. 

Let us call to mind the words of Genesis 10; 6-9, 
“And the sons of Ham: Cush, and Mizraim, and Put, 
and Canaan. ... And Cush begat Nimrod: he began 
to be a mighty one in the earth, He was a mighty 
hunter before the Lord.” The exact location of 
Cush cannot be delimited, but universal opinion 
among scholars locates this branch of the race along 
the South Arabian coast-land, and, perhaps, on the 
opposite African coast. The Biblical record, with 
this interpretation of the location of Cush, exactly 
‘accords with the requirements of this discovery. In- 
deed, this Biblical statement affords the only explana- 
tion I have ever found which seems to be adaptable 
to all the known facts, and that has always been able 
to assimilate any new facts as they were discovered. 

Professor Petrie (from M. Bénédite), Ancient Egypt, 1917, 
Part I, pp. 26-36. 
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In the Fourth Watch 
of the Night 





a of The Sunday School Times will re- 
call. an editorial entitled “The Four Night 
Watches Between Suns” in the Times of October 6, 
1917. Some of the paragraphs of that editorial that 
have a bearing on the Sunday-school lesson discussed 
in this issue are here reproduced: 


The red Judean sunsets out towards the Medi- 
terranean, and the red sunrises over Nebo, meant 
little more to the Pharisees than weather signs. 
But the Lord spoke two words during his earthly 
ministry about red sunsets and red sunrises, and 
the night between, which, dovetailed together, are 
pregnant with marvelous meaning. 

The first word is found in Matthew: “He an- 
swered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye 
say, It will be fair weather: for the heaven is red. 
And in the morning, It will be foul weather to-day: 
for the sky is red and lowering. Ye know how to 
discern the face of the heaven; but ye cannot dis- 
cern the signs of the times.” 

The other word is found in Mark: “Wat 
therefore: for ye know not when the lord of the 
house cometh, whether at even, or at midnight, or 
at cockcrowing, or in the morning.” 

This age is an age of night. The Scriptures thus 
consistently speak of it. Said Paul, “The night is 
far spent, and the day is at hand.” Our Lord said 
of himself in the eighth of John that he was the 
“light of the world,” but he qualified that statement 
in the next chapter as he said, “When I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.” 


The editorial referred to seeks to show from 
church history that as Christ did not return in the 
first three watches of the night of this age—the 
evening watch of the Early Church; the midnight 
watch of the Dark Ages, or the cockcrowing watch 
of the Reformation—there is left only one watch in 
which he can return. It concluc s thus: 


But the Master of the house is not yet returned. 
If these first three watches have been correctly 
identified, there remains but one, the fourth, in 
which he may come back, In the record of 
the stormy night voyage of the disci-les across 
Galilee, as Matthew tells it, is there not a wonder- 
ful secret to those who love his appearing: 

“And after he had sent the multitudes away, he 
went up into the mountain apart to pray: and when 
even was come, he was there alone. But the boat 
was now in the midst of the sea, distressed by the 
waves; for the wind was contrary. And in the 
fourth watch of the night he came unto them. 

Some of the ancient authorities render the 
twenty-fourth verse of Matthew 14 as follows: 
“But the boat was now many furlongs from the 
land.” . Port seems unattainable, does. it not, with 
the contrary ‘winds, and the waves all incarnadined 
with the blood of the seven and a half million slain 
of the World War? But our Lord, who thrust us 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


forth upon this night voyage, is praying for us on 
the mountain tops of glory. Get the comfort of 
this word, who toil in the rowing: “In the 
; tg watch of the night he came unto them.” 
ohn adds a thrilling detail. He says that when 
they had taken the Pilot aboard: “Straightway the 
boat was at the land.” 





Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 











eries of your own. Use the upper margins for quotations and 
hints. lower margins for book outlines and directions. The 
side ins for exegetical notes and references. Name each 
own, “E 
that have podped you ” (Josh. | : 3). 
The following plan for marking is helpful : 
At the top of the page—topical notes. 
At the bott lytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical notes. 
Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 








1 Samuel 


Key-thought: Chosen King 
Key-text: ‘‘Now therefore behold the king whom ye 
' have chosen” (12: 13) 


. be enter here upon the King Books. Broadly out- 
ined : 

1 Samuel. Man’s Choice: Saul, 

2Samuel. God’s Choice: David. 

1 Kings. Solomon and Israel. 

2 Kings. Israel’s Kings (Civil Record). 

1 Chronicles. Solomon and the Temple. 

2Chronicles. .The Kings and the-Temple 

(Religious Record). 

Note the books of Kings as national and propheti- 
cal; the books of Chronicles, ecclesiastical and 
priestly. 

Devotional thought: Set the King on his Throne. 

Three characters appear in First and Second 
Samuel: Samuel, the king-maker; Saul, the king 
chosen; David, the king proved. 

1. The Career of Samuel. Chapters 1 to 8..(1) His 
Birth, (2) His Call. (3) His Administration. 
Samuel is the last judge under the old Theocracy. He 
ruled well, but the people factiously demanded a 
king like unto the nations around them: and a king 
is given them. It is the principle again of God’s first 
and second Best. He gives us always the best we 
will take, “for his mercy endureth for ever.” Human 
Free Agency is ours; but we may well trenible at its 
possibilities. Divine Sovereignty also, and we tremble 
again; but rejoice with trembling. 

Mark one or two Scriptures here. “And the Lord 
appeared again in Shiloh” (3:21); a great revival 
text. Shiloh Revisited! For Shiloh bereft, read 

udges 21:19-21. A place of feasting and dancing. 
hat wrought the change from emptiness to bless- 
ing? Three things: 1. A praying mother (chap. 1); 
2. A chastened people (chap. 2); 3. A faithful 
prophet (chap. 3). These are the beginnings of every 
great awakening. 

Chapter 7 is Mizpeh Chapter. “And Samuel 
judged the people in Mizpeh” (v. 6), place of self- 
devotement, the only place where the man of God 
can do anything with the people of God. Come to- 
gether, humbly, devotedly: and give him a chance! 
A good conquest text. 

“And the men of Israel . . . smote them, until they 
came under Beth-car” (v.11). All the way to Beth- 
car! clean out the Philistines and make the border safe. 

2. The Career of Saul: His rise (chaps. 9 to 15) ; 
his fall (chaps. 16 to 31). 

Ne man had a greater opportunity than Saul. No 
man ever made a greater failure. He was not right 
with God: therefore not right anywhere! 


Observe Saul’s fivefold investiture: 


1. His providential ordination (9: 3-20). He went 
with a bridle and came back with a scepter. 

2. His prophetic ordination (10:1). He hao 
Samuel for friend and tutor. What an advantage! 
But, alas, an advantage thrown away. We often do 
the same to-day. 

3. His spiritual ordination. “The Spirit of God 
came upon him”. (10:10). Presently to be grieved, 
and ultimately quenched, The Spirit to be retained 
and enjoyed needs to be cherished and obeyed. 
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4. His popular ordination. “And all the people 
shouted, and said, God save the king!” (10: 24.) 

5. His triumphant ordination in battle (Gilgal; 
11:15). Saul was a man of marvelous gifts and 
privileges. And now note how one may have under 
God ‘a good beginning, but, if he grow heady and 
neglect the Spirit, a sad ending. 

Observe the five steps of Saul’s failure and for- 
feiture : . 

1. His presumption at God’s altar (13: 13). 

2. His captiousness and cruelty with Jonathan 
(14: 44). 

3. His rebellion and disobedience in the matter of 
Amalek (15: 23). 

4. His jealousy and hatred of David, the Lord’s 
elect (18: 29). 


5. His imp‘ety and apostasy in appealing to the 
witch of Endor (28:7). Then came Gilboa and dis- 
comfiture. Facilis descensus averno. 


The surrendered life is the only safe and truly 


_successful life. 


Marginal Notes: “We add to our spiritual stature 
not by ‘taking thought’ but by taking thoughts,” i. e., 
God’s thoughts.—A. J. Gordon. 

Honor God and be honored of God. 

A text for the Praying Band: “And there went 
with him a band of men, whose hearts God had 
touched” (10:26), Give us more such! 

Resorting to unchristian sources for our theology: 
“But all the Israelites went down to the Philistines to 
sharpen every one his share, and his coulter, and his 
ax, and his mattock” (13:20). Dangerous business. 

Abigail is the Lydia of the Old Testament (25: 32). 
She gave prompt recognition and welcome to the 
Lord’s anointed. 

The witch of Endor represents a revival gotten up; 
the prophet Samuel a revival gotten down. 

“Lord, give me the opportunity to honor thee, and 
give me a heart to embrace the opportunities ’"— 
Edward N. Kirk. y 

Light the altar lamps and keep them burning. 

Let high privileges prompt to high living. 

Fulfil God’s will—and be king! 

Have your own way—and fail! 


OBERLIN, OHIO. 
Spt 


Using an Acrostic in the Review Lesson 
By Mrs. N. L. Smith 


O% Sunday-school néver had a more successful 
Review lesson than when the missionary super- 
intendent led the exercises for the school, combining 
the quarterly review with missionary instruction. 
The following plan worked well: 

A list of questions on the Quarter’s lessons was 
put on the wlecibeard, each of which could be an- 
swered by a single word. The first letters of these 
words spelled the name of a noted missionary. As 
the answers were called for and written, and the 
name of Dr, Livingstone developed, much interest 
was manifested. A few remarks followed, showing 
how Livingstone and other missionaries were called 
to a great work, faced difficulties, and overcame ob- 
stacles with the help of God, just as did Ezra, Nehe- 
miah, and the other great men of the Quarter’s les- 
sons. The same plan can be used with the next Re- 
view lesson, for March 31, 1918, “Jesus Our Example 
in Service”: 


1. In what form did the Spirit descend upon Jesus? 
(Dove.) 7 

2. Who ministered to him ‘after the wilderness 
temptation? (Angels.) 

3. What was heard from heaven at his baptism? 
(Voice. ) 

4. When Jesus took Peter’s wife’s mother by the 
hand, how soon did the fever leave her? (Immedi- 
ately.) 

5. What did he cast out of some people? (Devils.) 

6. How many were cast out * one man, in Les- 
son 9? (Legion.) 

7. What was the condition of the woman who 
touched Jesus, as far as earthly doctors were con- 
cerned? (Incurable.) . 

8. What did Christ perceive went out of him at her . 
touch? (Virtue.) 

9. What was the surname of Judas? (Iscariot.) 

10. What other disciples came from Judea? (None.) 

11. In the parable, what ground produced the best 
crop? (Good.) 

12. What is this parable ca'led? (Sower.) 

13. How many parables are given this Quarter? 
(Two.) 

(ot What did the disciples use to anoint the sick? 

il.) 

15. To what name must every knee bow? (Name 
of Jesus.) 

16. What day is the anniversary of the resurrec- 
tion? (Easter.) 

The answering words spell the name of David Liv- 
ingstone. 


Mopesta, CAL, 
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Mark 6 : 32-56 


LESSON 12. MARCH 24. JESUS MINISTERING TO THE MULTITUDE 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


WENTY years before the present world-war 
awoke everybody to the vital need of preventin 

waste, 4n experiment was tried in severa 
European cities, it is said, to teach school children 
the lesson of “gathering up fragments.” In Brussels, 
Belgian children were asked to gather on their way 
to and from school objects apparently valueless. 
From January to October, 1895, the following 
amounts were collected: Tin foil, 1,925 pounds; old 
paint tubes, 220 pomnts: bottle capsules, 4,415 pounds ; 
scraps of metal, 1,221 pounds; total, 7,781 pounds. 
This heap of rubbish was .sold and the proceeds were 
applied so as to completely clothe five hundred poor 
children and send ninety-six to recuperation colonies, 
and there still remained quite a balance. 


Our Background Material 


Before the lesson, let the teacher jot down on paper 
which details of the incident of greens | the five thou- 
sand are common to the four parallel Gospel ac- 
counts, and which are found only in certain of these 
(Matt. 14: 13-21; iMfark 6:30-44; Luke 9: 10-17; 

ohn 6: 1-14), Give out slips of paper in class show- 
ing the defails that are common to all, and the indi- 
vidual details, and have the class discuss them. For 
example, note, as Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2) points 
out, our Lord’s question of Philip in John 6:5 was 
asked when He first saw the great multitude coming, 
not at the close of the day. The four accounts of 
the miracle are brought together by Mrs. Askew (1). 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those artioles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Was it not chiefly, perhaps almost exclusively, a 
Jewish multitude ; would Jesus have thought of them 
as “sheep not having a shepherd” (v. 34) unless they 
had been Jewish?—for he “was not sent but unto the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt. 15:24; 
10:6). A beautiful sheep story is told by Mr. 
Howard in “From the Platform.” 

How crowds will always listen to the Good News 
about Jesus is brought out by Mr. Ridgway (1). 

Get the class to give what they can, from their 
memory of the lessons so far, of the “many things” 
they believe Jesus must have been teaching the multi- 
tude that day (v. 34). See Dr. Griffith Thomas’ 
(1, 1) suggestions, 

Perhaps the disciples had in mind, at the close of 
the day, the question Jesus had asked of Philip 
earlier that day (John 6:5), and were afraid they 
might have to accept the laborious responsibility of 

‘Ging this crowd, and therefore urged Jesus to start 
ing the people away (vs. 35, 36). It was a 
iral suggestion to make. Like our unbelieving 
yes, the disciples often made “natural” sugges- 
‘Wns to Jesus,—and by that very fact they would 
have failed of the wonderful blessings he was able 
and eager to give, had he met them on their own 
“natural” ground. Why not ask God to deliver us 
forever from the unbelieving sin of coming to him 
on the low plane of the “natural” instead of Christ’s 
plane of the supernatural? 

Of course the emphasized word in our Lord’s re- 
ply (v. 37) is “ye.” “Let them take care of them- 
selves,” the disciples had said. “You take care of 
them,” was Jesus’ startling answer. We of:en tell 
God that a certain thing is another man’s respon- 
sibility; and he answers, “But it is yours.” It isn’t 
always a comfortable thing to hear this reply from 
God. Uncomfortable, because our will is contrary 
to his will. There is no discomfort in it when our 
will has been surrendered to his and we are eagerly 
listening for every expression of his will, that we may 
gladly, instantly, and in his grace and power do it. 
Then when he says to us, “You do it,” we joyfully 
cry out, “Here am I; send me” (Isa. 6:8). 

The place that giving has in true ‘Christianity is 
brought out by Mr. Ridgway (2). 

Still the disciples stayed on the low, natural plane 
as they discussed the supposed cost of obeying Christ 
(v. 37). Indeed, the four parallel passages together 
show that they were pointing out to him that what he 
was telling them to do was impossible. Of course it 
was! That is what God delights to do: telling us to 
do the impossible. 

All the time Jesus, who “knew what he would do” 
(John 6:6), went quietly, gloriously, omnipotently 
on his way to work his miracle of meeting all their 
needs (Phil. 4: 19). His own disciples were faithless ; 








Devotional : John 6: q 
Aqdsiceal Mate ic. Tesden? Exod -16 : x4-18 ; Matt, 25: 32-46; 
uke : 10-21; 


Jas. 1:27; Rev. 2:17. 


:; Jesus at All Times, 
eaoty Verse : Be of good cheer: it is 1; be not afraid.— 


mark i §0. 
Intermediate ic: Hi the Needy. 
"Additional Materia : Matt. 25 : 34-46. 


hilanthropies. 


Adult : Christian 
See ‘Additional Material for be 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Mark 6: 32-44 


32 And they went away in the boat to a desert place 
apart. 33 And the people saw them going, and many knew 
them, and they ran together there ton foot from all the 
cities, and outwent them. 34 And he came forth and saw a 
great multitude, and he had compassion on them, because 
they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began 
to teach them many things. 35 And when the day was now 
far spent, his disciples came unto him, and said, The place 
is desert, and the day is now far spent; 36 send them 
away, that they may go into the country and villages round 
about, and buy themselves somewhat to eat. 37 But he 
answered and said unto-them, Give ye them to eat. And 
they say unto him, Shall we go and buy two hundred 
2 shillings’ worth of bread, and give them to eat? 38 And 
he saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? go and see. 
And when they knew, they say, Five, and two fishes. 
39 And. he commanded them that all should * sit down by 
companies upon the green grass. 40 And they sat down in 
ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties. 41 And he took the five 
loaves and the two ‘fishes, and looking up to heaven, he 
blessed, and brake the loaves; and he gave to the disciples 
to set before them; and the two fishes divided he among 
them all. 42 And they all ate, and were filled. 43 And they 
took up broken pieces, twelve basketfuls, and also of the 
fishes. 44 And they that ate the loaves were five thousand 
men. , 


10Or, by land *%The word in Greek denotes a coin 
worth about eight pence half penny, or nearly seven- 
teen cents. *Gr. recline. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








but “he abideth faithful” (2-Tim. 2:13). Has he ever 
cared for us while we would not even believe him! 

How he “blessed” (v. 41), just before he broke the 
loaves and worked the miracle is perhaps explained 
in John’s record (6:11) ; we read there that our Lord 
gave thanks, and then distributed. In the face of the 
necessity for an impossibility, Jesus gave thanks. No 
wonder the blessing came! Shall we not always live 
in that spirit, wearing the garment of praise (Isa. 61: 
3), and in everything giving thanks? (1 Thess. 5: 18.) 
We shall have more miracles of undefeatably doing 
the impossible in our lives and our service, if we will 
praise and thank our way through. That things mul- 
tiply after the thanksgiving is brought out by Mr. 
Ridgway (3). 

The left-over basketfuls (discussed in The Truth 
that Is Golden) offer an exceptional opportunity for 
needed teaching on food conservation; this is taken 
up in Mr. Rogers’ last paragraph; and Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 3) shows how wastefulness is sinful. 

Why were these same disciples not only “distressed 
in rowing” (v. 48), as they left the scene of the 
miracle to cross over the lake, but fearful and trou- 
bled on this voyage? (v. 50.) Simply because (v. 52) 
even yet they did not understand the meaning of the 
miracle they had just witnessed, that Jesus was always 
able and eager to meet all their needs. But with- 
out waiting for them to understand, “seeing them 
distressed . . . he cometh unto them” (v. 48). The 
child of God cannot be distressed without God’s com- 
ing unto him (Isa. 65:24). 

That entire sea-incident has a rich symbolic mean- 
ing, as Dr. Scofield plainly brings out in this issue. 
And see the article, “In the Fourth Watch of the 
Night,” on page 137. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Two Golden Truths: Bread; and Overflow. 

Jesus was trying to teach both the multitude and 
the disciples that he is the bread o@ life (John 6: 
22-40). When they told him that Moses had given 
the children of Israeli “bread out of heaven,” he 
showed them their mistake. Moses did not, could 
not, give them “the bread out of heaven”; manna 
was not the bread out of heaven; only the Father 
could give the true bread out of heaven; for that true 
bread, the bread of God, “is that which cometh down 
out of heaven, and giveth life unto the world.” When 
they asked Jesus for that bread, he answered, “J am 
the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall not 
hunger, and he that believeth on me shall never 
thirst.” The bread of life message is well brought 
out by Mrs. Askew (2, 3)- 

A blessed message on Jesus as “the bread of God,” 
and how to “eat” this bread, is given in Dr. I. M. 
Haldeman’s pamphlet, “What Is It to Believe on 


% Golden Text.—The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.—Matthew 20 : 28 


Jesus?” (The Sunday School Times Company; 20 
cents a dozen copies, $1 a hundred, or 2 cents each.) 

“And they all ate, and were filled” (Mark 6: 42). 
But they could not eat all that Jesus’ gave them; 
twelve basketfuls were left over. For , wine never 
only just meets our needs. Not only “God is able 
to make all grace abound unto you; that ye, having 
always all sufficiency in everything, may abound unto 
every good work” (2 Cor. 9:8); but his sufficiency 
means that he does infinitely more than this. 
Malachi 3: 10 tells us the measure by which he does 
it. Always there is an overflow when we simply 
believe and receive. That is how “in all things we 
are more than conquerors through him that loved us” 
(Rom. 8: 37). Are we praising God for his margins? 

A striking illustration of the blessing of God’s 
overflow is given in the Round Table (2). 


Teaching Points 

How often we make a suggestion to God, and his 
answer has to begin with the little-big word “But,”— 
as Jesus’ did in verse 37. ‘Ye tell God what he ought 
to do; “but’—praise his name! he doesn’t do it. 
Have we learned to thank God for every time he 
says “but” to us? 

It makes life thrillingly interesting and worth while 
to be continually under the obligation to do the im- 
possible in and for an unbelieving world. That is 
our unceasing great adventure: living with the power, 
the “dynamite,” of God in our hands, and blasting our 
way through mountains of impossibility at his direc- 
tion (Matt. 17:20). 

Jesus was the creator, not the waiter, at this ban- 
quet (Round Table, 1). 

Jesus prayed after this: miracle (v. 46). Are we 
always careful to pray after some special blessing or 
miracle of service which our Lord has wrought for 
us or in us or through us? There would be fewer 
subsequent failures, and more fruit from our ser- 
vice, if we followed his example. 

Let us not mistake the Matthew 25 (Additional 
Material) passage as referring to.this present age of 
grace, or as suggesting that the. condition of indi- 
viduals’ salvation is ministering to those in need. 
Matthew 25 describes the judgment of. the nations, 
with reference to their treatment of Christ’s brethren, 
the Jews, and occurs after Christ’s second coming. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

What is meant by “a desert place”? (v. 32.) 

What did the multitudes who ran after Jesus want? 

What need of shepherding did Jesus see, in the 
multitude, which his disciples did not see? 

Had Jesus and his disciples any responsibility, from 
the Oriental standpoint, for providing the multitude 
with food, as hospitable hosts? 

God never waits for us to make the first move- 


Why did not Jesus create food for the multitude 
out of nothing, instead of using the loaves and fishes? 


Why are people who come to Jesus sometimes un- 
satisfied ? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Review 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Review: Jesus Our Example in Service (Read Phil. 2: 1-11), 


_ Jesus taught that needy multitude “many things” 
in the lesson we have just had (v. 34). As we review 
the three months’ lessons so far in Mark, let us dis- 
cover what “many things” Jesus had already included 
in his teaching; and what “many things” he has been 
teaching us during these three months. It will be 
interesting to run through the six chapters and Set 
down every teaching, direct and indirect, we can find 
in our Lord’s ministry and words so far. And. be 
sure to note the effective Review Plan described on 
page 137 in this issue. 

How many of the class (including the teacher) 
will read the first six chapters of Mark at a sitting? 

How many “steps” downward are noted in the 
Philippians Review Reading parang, which our Lord 
took, in his incarnation and earthly ministry? 

‘Why was it necessary for/Christ to “empty him- 
self” in order to do his work for us? 

What examples of hig “emptying himself” do we 
find in the Quarter’s lessons? 

Where in the Quarter’s lessons do we find God 
already highly exalting Jesus? 
_. What would be the result, to us and in our lives, 
if Jesus were only our example? 

PHILADELPHIA. 












LESSON FOR MARCH 24 (Mark 6 : 32-56) 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—The miracle of feeding the five thou- 
sand is the only one mentioned in all four Gospels. It 
was a dividing line in Christ’s ministry towards the 
close of his work in Eastern Galilee. His popular- 
ity reached its climax in this miracle and the people 
wanted to make him a king (John 6: 14, 15). From 
this time his popularity declined (John 6:66), due 
undoubtedly to the discourse immediately after the 
miracle when he showed that he was the “Bread 
of Life.” 


Mark’s Gospel.—This section occurs in the third 
part of the Eastern Galilee ministry (6:7 to 7:23). 


Date.— March, A. D. 29. 


Books on the Lesson.—Vollmer, “Students’ Life of 
Christ” (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.25 
net), pp. 147, 148, 150, 151; Riddle, “Outline Harmony 
of the Gespels” (The Sunday School Times Company, 
paper, 10 cents; cloth, 25 cents), sections 66, 67; 
Croscup, “Historical Charts of the Life and Ministry 
of Christ” (The Sunday School Times, $1), sections 
78-80; Smith, “Students’ Illustrated Historical Geog- 
raphy of the Holy Land” (The Sunday School Times, 
75 cents), Index: Lake of Galilee. 

Parallel Passages.—Matthew 14: 13-32; Luke 9: 
10-17; John 6: 1-21. 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


1. The Great Provision (vs. 32-44). These mul- 
titudes were like sheep whose shepherds did not 
care for them, a proverbial allusion (Num. 27: 17; 
1 Kings 22:17; 2 Chron, 18:16; Ezek. 34: 2-6; 
John 10: 12, 13), and so he taught them many things 
about the Kingdom of God, feeding their souls with 
the Divine Word (Luke 9: 11; Matthew 4:4). (1) 

- He thought only of the people in his tenderness 
and love, and ignored his own and his disciples’ 
needs, From John 6:5 we notice that, when Jesus 
saw the multitude coming, he tested Philip to see if 
their wants could be supplied, and then our Lord 
went on teaching all day until the late afternoon, 
when his disciples asked him to dismiss the people, 
because of the late hour and because they had no 
food with them. Then came the startling charge to 
feed the multitude (v. 37), and the oocere repeat 
swhat Philip had said earlier in the day. The Greek 
word indicates a coin worth about 17 cents, and 
Andrew replied to Christ’s inquiry as to what they 
possessed (John 6:8, 9; 2 Kings 4: 42-44). (2) 

The people were then arranged in companies by 
hundreds and fifties, like classes or garden beds, to 
prevent confusion and to make the work of distribu- 
tion easy. Mark’s picture is very vivid and detailed 
(vs. 30, 40). Then the five thin barley cakes and 
the two little fishes were blessed and distributed, and 
as Christ broke the bread, it began to be multiplied. 
He used his disciples as helpers in relieving the 
needs of the people and they went from company 
to company until all were supplied. Not one hungry 
person was left, and yet, although there was such a 
bountiful supply, there was no waste. The pieces 
broken by his hands that remained uneaten and, of 
course, untouched by the people, were to be gathered 
up. This is a lesson on the modern subject of “Con- 
servation,” for to waste anything, especially food, is 
both sinful arid hurtful. Twelve little wicker baskets 
in which the Jews carried food for a journey were 
filled with these broken pieces. (3) 


2. The Great Protection (vs. 45-52). Immediately 
after the miracle the people were desirous of making 
Christ king (John 6:14, 15), and the fact that he 
had to “constrain” his disciples to go. into the boat 
shows that even they had been influenced in the same 
direction and were ready to join the multitude. 

A storm of wind soon came down on the Lake, and 
‘ although it is but six miles across (John 6:17), the 
wind was so strong that they could not make prog- 
ress, and in the darkness, while they were tossed 
with the waves and the rowing was difficult, per- 
haps they began to fear some harm had happened 
to their Master. But he was on the mountain-top 
in prayer after the temptation about the Kingship. 
He had not forgotten his followers, for in the 
moonlight he could see across the Lake from the 
mountain (or else had superhuman knowledge) and 
he noticed they toiled in rowing. 

They were no braver even after the former ex- 
perience (4:35-41) and had not yet learned the 
lesson. They were hardly more than half-way 
across, when about three in the morning (the fourth 
watch, Roman, was from 3 to 6 A. M.) he came 
in their direction, walking on the water, and they, 
supposing they saw an apparition, cried out in their 
trouble and fear. But he did not leave them long 
in suspense, and after an encouraging word entered 
the boat, when the wind dropped, the waves were 
still, and they were soon at the shore. Their amaze- 
ment was-great and was probably increased by the 
incident of Peter {Matthew 14: 28-31). Mark tells 
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us the reason of their astonishment; the miracle of 
the loaves had not yet taught them what their Mas- 
ter really was, 


3. The Great Power (vs, 53-56). The moment the 
boat landed Christ was recognized, the multitude 
probably having reported the wonderful miracle 
performed the day before. A great crowd at once 
gathered and the sick people were brought to him 
to be healed, carried on thin mattresses by friends 
(2:4). This shows the remarkable popularity of 
Christ at this time,—the height of his power in Galilee. 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Exodus 16: 14-18; Matthew 25: 31-46; Luke 4 16- 
21; James 1: 27; Revelation 2: 17. 

Devotional Reading: John 6: 35-40. Part of the 
great discourse following the miracle of the feed- 
ing of the five thousand and giving the true inter- 
pretation of Christ’s purpose in coming to the world: 
(1) Christ, the Bread of Life (v. 35) (Source, 
Support, and Satisfaction of Life); (2) Christ, the 
Way of Life (ys. 36, 37); £3) Christ, the Guaran- 
tee of Life (vs, 38-40). us, past, present and 
future are met. 

1, Exodus 16:14-18. The story of the manna, 
which was used symbolically in Christ’s discourse 
at Capernaum (John 6: 31-33). (1) Food needed; 
(2), food provided; (3) food gathered; (4) food 
used. 

2. Matthew 25: 31-46. A picture of the judgment 
scene where nations are dealt with in relation to their 
attitude to Christ’s brethren, the Jews (v. 40). 


3. Luke 4: 16-21. Christ’s discourse at Nazareth. 
(1) The Scripture (vs. 16, 17); (2) the work (vs. 
18, 19); (3) the claim (vs. 20, 21). 

4. James 1:27. The twofold test of the reality 
of outward religion (so the Greek means). (1) 
Unselfgh love; (2) unspotted life. 

5. Revelation 2:17. A. glorious promise of the 
future. (1) Satisfaction; (2) Recognition. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


Intermediate iy Helping the Needy. (Ad- 
ditional Material: Matthew 25: 31-46.) This passage 
is particularly important for its emphasis on little 
things, by means of which we can do good and 
obtain Divine approval. 

Senior and Adult Topic: Christian Philan- 
thropies. (See Additional Material for Teachers.) 
The story of the five thousand is a fitting. reminder 
of the service known as “Philanthropy.” The word 
means “the love of man as man,” and it has been 
explained as “man-loving-ness.” The substantive is 
found in the New Testament twice only, once in 
relation to God (Titus 3:4) and the other in rela- 
tion to the barbarians at Melita (Acts 28:2). The 
adjective, “philanthropic,” is also used to describe 
the kindness of Julius, the Roman centurion, to 
Paul (Acts 27:3). Christianity alone is the truly 
“philanthropic” religion, because it is based on God. 
It is impossible for us to love man as man, unless 
we love God first, for the only foundation of the 
brotherhood of man is the Fatherhood of God 
(1 John 4:19-21). The result is that Christianity 
has always manifested itself in “philanthropy,” as 
may easily be seen from a book like “Gesta Christi,” 
by C. L. Brace (George H, Doran Co., New York, 
$1.50). 

IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


1. The Perishing World. The weakness and want 
of the multitude, their lack of food, fitly symbolized 
the weakness and want caused by sin. God is the 
proper Food for the soul and this is the constant 
need of men. 

2. The Powerless Church. The insufficiency of 
food and the inability of the disciples to buy more 
may also suggest the insufficiency and inability of 
the Church to-day (when considered in itself) to do 
the work of feeding a starving world. 

3. The Perfect Saviour. The secret of Christ’s 
power was that the disciples were to bring to him 
what they possessed, and then he supplied the need 
and al! were perfectly satisfied. So now the secret 
of power is to surrender to Christ and bring him all 
that we possess (Rom. 12:1). Then he blesses it 
and through us supplies the need of mankind. As 
he could have done the work without the five loaves, 
so he could dispense with us, but he works through 
means, and the story shows what Christ can do if 
only we yield fully to him. Whatever our circum- 
stances and capacities, however limited our oppor- 
tunities, if only we “hand over” (Acts 15: 26, Greek) 
everything to Christ, he will solve the problem of 
feeding the hungry souls around us. Just as he used 
the lad’s small supply, so he will use our powers, 
however small. When-the modern missionary move- 
ment commenced with William Carey and about $6s, 
people laughed it to scorn, znd yet the movement 
has developed all over the Christian Church to-day. 
When a saintly woman, Theresa, was ridiculed for 
attempting what was thought to be impossible, she 
replied: “With three shillings, Theresa can do noth- 
ing; but with Jesus and three shillings, there is 
nothing Theresa cannot do.” 





V. Leading Questions 

What is suggested about Christ’s care for his 
disciples? (v. 31.) 

What three things are recorded of Christ’s atti- 
tude to the crowd? (v. 34.) 


Why did Jesus give the command in v. 37? 


What qualities were shown by Christ in this 
miracle? 


Why did the disciples need constraint? (v. 45.) 
What was the special necessity for prayer? (v. 46.) 
Why were the disciples amazed? (vs. 51, 52.) 


Review verses 30-56 and note how many and what 
kind of things Jesus did. 


WycuiFrFre CoLLece, ToroNnTo. 
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The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


oe is a wonderful prophetic and dispensa- 
tional picture in the lesson adjunct, verses 45-52. 
Jesus is not personally present with his disciples, 
but has “departed into a mountain to pray” (verse 
46). The disciples in their boat are alone, seem- 
ingly, under circumstances strongly adverse if not 
actually perilous, 

Think of the details. They are “in the midst of 
the sea.” The “sea” in Scripture imagery stands 
for humanity in the mass; regarded not as organized 
into nations or even tribes, All divisions and dis- 
tinctions are ignored when the human race is re- 
ferred to as “the sea” (Matt. 13:47; Rev. 13:1). 

They are toiling, “for the wind was contrary unto 
them” (verse 48). The tides and winds of this 
world do not favor the making of Christians. Why 
should we expect it? The “world” is Satan’s or- 
ganization of the kingdoms and forces of this present 
time for the very purpose of opposing Christianity. 
He is god and prince of this world (Matt. 4:8, 9; 
John 12: 31; 14:30; 18: @:3; Eph. 2:2; 6:12; 1 John 
2:15-17). As the Lora Jesus has his “mystery,” 
the church, so Satan has his,—‘“the mystery of in- 
iquity” (2 Thess. 2: 7-10). 

And now the interceding Christ who has been in 
the mountain height in prayer (Heb. 7: 24-27), be- 
comes the approaching Christ (verse 48) and they 
are troubled; but how blessedly soon he becomes 
the present Christ! He, their mighty master, has 
come back! 

It was not yet time to give them of his special 
promise, “I will come again, and receive you unto 
myself” (John 14: 1-3), for the church was not yet in 
view. But the poor Jewish Remnant, testifying for 
him in the last days, when more than ever the “sea” 
is turbulent, and the winds contrary, will know the 
application, No more hard rowing then, “the wind 
ceased” (verse 51), Israel’s Messiah has come back! 

Douctaston, Lonc IsLanp, N. Y. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Old, Old Story.—They ran together there 
on foot from all the cities (v. 33). In our family, 
for we have French blood in us, everybody gets 
excited over good news. When they would say, 
“Aunt Sue is coming down the turnpike,” how we 
Ridgway kids would scamper down the lane to meet 
her. To us “Aunt Sue” stood for all that was good 
and desirable in our little world. When Billy Sun- 
day comes with his good news of salvation in the 
terms of street and loafing place, you just ought to 
see the crowds that——. Just here in my notes I 
arrived in New York and am now on the night boat 
for Albany this hot July evening. As I came by the 
postoffice at noon, in the open space there, was a 
little “sawed-off” colored man up on a store-box 
and surrounded by a great crowd of white men in- 
tently listening to what he was saying. I asked a 
man in brass buttons, “Cap, how many men would 
you guess are in that crowd?” “About five hundred,” 
he replied. I pushed my way in to hear what a 
colored man could have to say that could hold a 
crowd like that at high noon under the sizzling sun 
of one of the summer’s hottest days. What do you 
suppose he was talking about? Just telling in the 
simplest way the old, old story. Telling that street 
crowd heaven loved them. And the crowd was 
glad to hear the news, I said to my brass-button 
friend, “Say, old fellow, men never quite get away 
from those first few years at mother’s knee, do they?” 
“Not on your life,” said Brass Buttons. No wonder 
the crowd ran at the first telling of the good news 
(John 12: 32; Acts 2:14, 41). (1) 


No Jesus, No Sympathy.—Send them away (v. 36). 
This is what the world wants to do with the hungry 
crowd. It is what the world has been doing with 
the crowd for centuries. It is the church alone which 


has been feeding the crowd and curing the crowd and 
If you don’t believe it, try 


caring for the crowd. 
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starting out to raise some money for | The loaves multiplied after the thanks- 


the crowd and see how much you will 
get outside of church folks. Irreligion 
will give money for parks and roads, 
for education and art; but the great 
crowd with its aches and pains, with 
its hungers and thirsts, touches no 
olden button of sympathy in old Irre- 
figion’ s makeup. Just note out of whose 
pocket comes the money for hospitals 
and fresh air funds, for famine ships 
and war sufferers, What lands — 
out the wealth to relieve misery? 

those that the Spirit of Jesus has 
touched. Heathenism, whether in the 
veneer or the natural, sends them away. 
If some fellow-citizens should have 
their way and Ethical Culture is sub- 
stituted for Christianity, there will be 
no mes no W. MC. and Old Folks’ 
Homes ; sa C. A.’s and Rescue 
Missions. ou think differently, just 

0 to a thical fellows you may 
now and strike them for a little sub- 
scription to some of these things. 
“Yaas, always beggin’ for somethin’. 
If they can’t run oad sod you'd bet- 
ter shut ’em up.” Ever hear anything 
like that? The old, old Christless 
slogan, “Send them away” (Job 30: 3-8; 
Luke 14: 12-14). 

The Way of It.—Give ye them (v. 
37). “Send them away,” rudely cries 
the world, “Give ye them,” gently says 
the church. And right there you have 
two characteristic tripartite trade-marks 
—one the sharp corners of the saw file, 
and the other the smooth corners of 
the trefoil! Swamp brier and sham- 
rock. If I were a preacher I'd find 
good sermon stuff right here in this 
double trey. Christ’s religion is a re- 
ligion of give. The man awakes one 
day and finds himself in possession of 
a something he calls his life, his soul, 
his self. Then another day he hears a 
voice somewhere in his being calling 
for that life, that soul, that self. “My 
son,’ give me thine heart,” lovingly 
pleads that voice. Then another day he 
answers that dear voice by giving his 
life, his soul, his self.. He becomes a 
new creation. And his little three score 
and ten sojourn here upon earth be- 
comes a life of giving, a life of pour- 
ing out (2 Cor, 5:17; Gal. 4:15). The 
fiscal policy of the whole administration 
of Heaven is one of Give. Behold the 
great sun up yonder, from which have 
come all material things, and the greater 
Sun from which have come all higher 
things. Gifts for body and gifts for 
brains. And out of us, when we become 
through Jesus a part of Heaven’s royal 
family, pour also both material and 
spiritual blessings. Workers together 


with him. Human society instinctively 
recogniz the hall mark of true re- 
ligion. his is it: G I. V. E. Folks 
turn u' @ver to look for this mark of the 
Christ. afi, just as they do the wedding 
prese'.to find the “Sterling” stamp. 
“A nidan Christian?” As Sairy Gamp 
would _ say, “Tha ain’t no sich 
pus’on.” (2) 


A Sure Team. — Looking up to 
Heaven, he blessed, and brake _ the 
loaves (v. 41). It is a heavenly custom 
to say grace. I know of no one thing 
that so surely gives a family away—this 
is hardly slang—than to sit down with 
it and have all hands at once get busy 
without silent or audible thanksgiving 
for the food. There is no surer sign 
of codfish aristocracy than the great 
house without some form of grace be- 
fore meat. Even in rude times no great 
house in England was ever without it. 
The young married couple just starting 
out in home-making may not have much 
of a dining-room table, and even less in 
chairs, and the china and “silver” may 
be from the 5 and 10 cent stores, but 
they can always beautify the board with 
a flower or two in the center and with 
thanksgiving for God’s care at each end 
of it. And no millionaire with his ma- 
hogany can beat that. Does any one 
know of a young couple who hitched up 
for life’s journey with the spanking 
team Grace Before Meat and the Fam- 
ily Altar that failed to arrive? If so, 
let him stand up, that we may investi- 
gate. Well, I guess so! You will notice 
in this incident the disciples obeyed 


Jesus without knowing how they could. 








giving. And have you not noticed how 
the loaves and fishes still multiply when 
they are placed in Jesus’ handed 
how disciples who implicitly obey are 
still surprised at how ways will open 
and how things multiply and come their 
way? (Rom. 14:6; Psa. 37:3.) (3) 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 


The Illustration Round - Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three- ‘cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered. for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best 7 i oa week, 


Golden Text are specially y = 9 and will 
stand a better chance of qegess than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words, 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 


How Much God Loves Us.—The Son 
of man came ... to give his life a ran- 
som for many (Golden Text). A Chris- 
tian worker in the mountains of Ken- 
tucky was visiting the penitentiary. 
There he found a man imprisoned on 
the charge of murder. He tried to reach 
his heart with the Gospel story, but 
seemingly without avail. On. one visit 
the man spoke of his little boy. The 
evangelist saw his opp. ‘nity. “My 
brother,” said he, “what w.uld you be 
willing to do for that child of yours?” 
The rugged mountaineer’s eyes flashed. 
With tremendous intensity, he an- 
swered: “Mister, I’d stand between that 
boy and hell!” “Well, my brother,” 
quietly replied the other, “that is ex- 
actly what Jesus has done for you.” Do 
you want to know what salvation means 
—the mystery of Christ’s substitution? 
There you have it.—From The Exposi- 
tor. Sent by Louis S. Bauman, Long 
Beach, Cal. 

The Meeting Place.—The Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister (Golden Text). Sir Walter 
Scott tells us that the most beautiful 
scenery in Scotland is where the High- 
lands and the Lowlands meet. Not in 
the Highlands, nor yet in the Lowlands, 
but at the meeting of the two. And it is 
as true in the spiritual kingdom, when 
the beaten track becomes the highway of 
God, and the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus are connected with the common 
duties and everyday business of life.— 





From “Sermons Which Have Won 
Souls,” by L. A. Banks. Sent by S. 
Edwards, Plattsville, Can. 

His Part, and Ours.—He ... brake the 


loaves; and he gave to the disciples to 
set before them (v. 41). You will no- 
tice that Jesus did not feed the multi- 
tude. He created the food and asked his 
disciples to distribute it. Jesus was the 
creator—not the waiter—at this ban- 
quet. Jesus created salvation in his 
death on the Cross. That is the food 
that will feed the spiritual hunger of 
this world! But the task of distribut- 
ing it is in the hands of his followers.— 
From Billy Sunday. Sent by Louis. S. 
Bauman, , oe Beach, Cal. (1) 

How God’s Gifts Come.—And they all 
ate, and were filled (v. 42). Rowland 
Hill used to tell a good story of a rich 
man and a poor man in his congregation. 
The rich man desired to do an act of 
benevolence, and so he sent a sum of 
money to a friend to be given to this 
poor man as he thought best. The friend 
just sent him five pounds, and said in 
the note: “This is thine, Use it wisely. 
There is more to follow.” After a while 
he sent another five pounds, and_ said, 
“more to follow.” Again and again he 
sent money to the poor man, always with 
the cheering words, “more-to follow.” 
So it is with the wonderful grace of 
God. There is always “more to follow.” 
—From D. L. Moody. Sent by Fred 
Haberstroh, Brooklyn, N. Y. The prize 
for this week is awarded to this illus- 
tration: (2) 

If Too Busy to Pray.—He departed 
into the mountain to pray (v. 46). 








Speaking on the point that Daniel, 
though a very busy man, found time to 
pray, D. L. Moody said : “I am re- 
minded of the words of an old Metho- 
dist minister, ‘If you have so much busi- 
ness to attend to that you have nc time 
to pray, depend upon it you have more 
business on hand than God ever in- 
tended you should have.’”—From The 
Christian Endeavor World. Sent by 
James D, Lawson, Charlottetown, P. E. 


Her Prayer.—As many as touched him 
were made whole (v. 56). A mission- 
ary in China writes of a girl in the 
mission school under her care, that one 
night she came to her and said, 
“Teacher, I want you to pray that I may 
be a whole Christian.” Struck by the 
expression, the teacher inquired what 
she ‘meant. So the girl told her of cer- 
tain things she had done that day that 
she felt to be wrong, and of things. she 
had failed to do, which her teacher had 
commanded her. All this she instinct- 
ively felt was not in keeping with the 
spirit of the Gospel. So she came with 
tears in her eyes at the close of day, say- 
ing, “Oh, teacher, I want you to pray 
for me that I may be a whole Christian.” 
—From the Christian Age. Sent by J. 
A, Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


ve 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
give us of thine own loving spirit of minis- 
try in the work whereto thou hast called 
us. May our thoughts not be turning ever 
toward ourselves and what may be done for 
us, but may we rather let our days be 
marked by an outgoing, unselfish service for 
those around us, in thy name. Thou knowest 
that we often grow weary, but we pray thee 
that thou wilt restore our strength, and give 
us power for the tasks before us. We pray 
that we may realize the great need of those 
who do not know thee, and the great gift 
that thou hast placed in our keeping when 
thou gavest us the Gospel to carry to others. 
May we not be slow to tell others of thy 
love, and of their need of thee. In thy dear 
hame. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—One summer’s day 
a man was riding along a mountain 
road on a bicycle, and as he whirled 
along past a field where some sheep 
were grazing, he noticed a disturbance 
in the grass close beside the road, and 
out of the corner of his eye he saw a 
small sheep struggling to get back into 
the field from the roadside, trying to 
push its way through a wire fence. The 
man jumped off his wheel az.d hurried 
back, but he no sooner got near the 
sheep than the poor thing became more 
frightened than ever, and jumped against 
the fence in a vain endeavor to get 
away from the man. The man waited, 
and again the sheep dashed against the 
fence, trying to find the opening 
through which it had come out. The 
man made several openings in that trou- 
blesome wire, and held one place open 
so that the sheep could go through, but 
the frightened animal would not come 
his way at all. By and by it did find an 
opening, and then with a great struggle 
it pushed its way through to the field 
beyond. 

Jesus finds by the roadside of life 
many sheep, and his heart goes out to 
them with a love that wa. even so 
wonderful that he was willing to lay 
down his life for the lost sheep. But 
how about the sheep? Are they willing 
to let him help? Are they willing to 
let him lift them over into the places 
where they may have good pasture? 
Why, some folks act very much like 
that poor frightened animal by the 
mountain road. They hardly know 
which way to turn, but they do not turn 
to Christ. Have we no word for them 
in their need and distress, to make the 
way plain? Jesus did that for us. Have 
we no word from him to others? 


wy COMPASSION FOR otis 


HOW DO 1 St SHOW IT? 














Shall we face that question squarely, 
and ask Jesus to give us his heart of 
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love toward those who so greatly need 
him? 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 
“Safely through another week.” 
“There’s a wideness in God’s mercy.” 
“ The King of love my shepherd is.” 

“ Break Thou the bread of life.” 
“Yes, for me, for me He careth.” 
“ My Jesus, I love thee.” 

“ Where the fight is hardest.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 23: 1-§ (46). 
Psalm 80: 1-19 (165). 
Psalm 121 : 1-8 (253). 
Psalm 92: 1-15 (184). 
Psalm 9: 1-14 (17). 
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The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON TeacuinG.—To help others 
is Christlike. 


Notes.—Last week’s Primary story 
was a week in advance of to-day’s les- 
son for the older grades of the Sunday- 
school, who to-day study the feedin 
the multitude. No extra material is 
suggested for to-day’s Primary lesson, 
but as the new memory verse is related 
to experiences following “Feeding the 
Hungry,” it would seem wise to com- 
plete chapter six, verses 45-56, empha- 
sizing the thought of Jesus helping 
others, as suggested for the Review. 
This story shows the helpfulness of 
Jesus. toward his disciples as suggested 
in the topic, for the Primary, Jesus, a 
Helper at all Times. 

Opportunities for helpfulness may be 
presented as the climax of three mis- 
sionary lessons in succession. Medical 
Missions and Red Cross. were suggested 
for March 1o. Giving freely, as the boy 
gave his loaves and fishes, was empha- 
sized last week. 

This Sunday may be for the children 
the Review of the quarter’s lessons, 
summing up the deeds of helpfulness 
of Jesus, which have been presented 
since New Year’s. Use also appropri- 
ate pictures and songs, 

This plan will leave next Sunday free 
for the Easter story which Primary chil- 
dren need. 

Before the Story.—Let us name some 
of the ways by which we travel. Most 
of us walk to school. Sometimes we 
travel in street-cars or ride in a car- 
riage, or it may be an automobile. Have 
you ever traveled by boat? 

Jesus and his disciples often trav- 
eled that way. Their home, Capernaum, 
was on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. 
Peter and Andrew, James and John, 
owned their own boats and were glad 
to have Jesus use them. 


Review—Last Sunday we _ learned 
how they took a boatride across the sea, 
expecting to rest and visit, but the 
crowd followed along the shore to the 
place where the boat landed. Jesus 
taught and fed them all. (Recall the 
story, including the boy who helped.) 

The New Story.—When evening came, 
the crowd of people separated to return 
to their homes or to continue their 
journeys. Even the disciples got into 
their boat and started home to Caper- 
naum. Jesus did not go with them, be- 
cause he wanted to be alone for a while 
to talk and pray to his Father in 
Heaven. 

There was such a contrary wind that 
the disciples could not make headway. 
Midnight had passed and they were 
tired from rowing. Their sails did not 
help them:.*They were discouraged. 
Some of them spied a figure coming 
toward them over the water. They 
were afraid lest it might be a ghost. 

A kind voice said, “Be of good cheer. 
It is I. Be not afraid.” They knew 
the voice of Jesus. When he came to 
the boat and got in, the wind calmed 
































LESSON FOR MARCH 24 (Mark 6 : 32-56) 


-down and they soon reached land. The 


disciples were amazed. and some said, 
“This is the Son of God.” 

When people heard that the boat had 
landed and that Jesus was there, they 
hurried to bring their sick friends for 
Jesus to heal, Jesus was glad to heal 
them, for 

“His hands were always helping 
And his eyes were always kind; 


And he never was too busy 
To heal the sick and blind.” 


(Song Stories for the Sunday School, Clayton 
Summy Co., Chicago, 15 cents.) 


Quarterly Review—Briefly—As we 
look at our pictures let us name the 
people whom we remember that Jesus 


helped : 

The crazy man who called out in the 
synagogue. 
The Sather of Peter’s wife, in Peter’s 
home. 

Many who gathered around the door 
that evening. 

The paralyzed man, whose friends 
brought him on a bed. 


The crowd, whom Jesus taught by] 


stories. 
The man with the withered hand. 
The disciples in a storm (compare 
with to-day story, as this incident of 
the lesson for March 3d was similar, as 
“Even the winds and the waves obeyed 
Him”). 
The crazy man who lived among the 


rocks. 

The little daughter of Jairus. 

The woman who touched his gar- 
ment. 

The hungry crowd by the sea. : 

The disciples in trouble on the lake. 

Many sick people, who came to be 
healed. 

Many of these stories teach us how 
Jesus helped by healing people from 
sickness and sin. Jesus was teaching his 
helpers how to go on with his work. 
Name his’ disciples, if already 
memorized, 


Easter Suggestion.—This is the first 
Sunday of spring, when many people 
think about growing. A Bible verse 
teaches, “Follow me,” which means, 
“Grow like Jesus.” People who watch 
for chances to help others are growing 
like Jesus the Christ. Those who save 
food, those who help the Red Cross 
and Missions, are helpers of Jesus. Ex- 
plain what the Easter offering is for, 
encourage everybody to bring what they 
have saved or earned next Sunday. 

Peortra, ILL, 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Brief comparative study of the four 
accounts of this miracle. 

Inferential teaching of its place and 
importance in the life of Christ. 

Direct teachings of the miracles and 
personal appropriation of this bread of 
life. 











pep out which girls have read the 
lesson text carefully enough to be 
able to locate the scene of this miracle. 
Mark the spot on your home-made map 
and on each note-book map, near Beth- 
saida on the northeast shore of Lake 
Galilee. Then make note also of the 
time,—the crowning event of Jesus’ 
Galilean ministry, which was the second 
period of his public work, though it is 
the first one described by Mark. This 
fact alone throws a flood of light on its 
importance in his life. 

Now read aloud, from the Weymouth 
Modern Speech Testament, if possible, 
or the American Revision, John’s ac- 
count, asking your four home-readers 
to supplement his story with any addi- 
tional details given by the other Gospel 
writers. Nothing could be more inter- 
esting to your girls than just the story 
of this stupendous marvel. Be sure not 
to miss the out-of-doors setting (“green 
grass,” “much grass,” one of the rare 
color notes in the New Testament), the 
number participating (compare to an 
average Billy Sunday audience, for in- 
stance), the names of the disciples who 
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“Bread enough 
and to spare.” 











The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


proved most useful in the emergency, 
the strange dependence of the Lord of 
nature on a small boy’s generosity (hu- 
manly speaking), Jesus’ quick and 
orderly directions, and of course his 
gratitude to God-evidenced not only by 
his blessing the food before dividing 
it, but far more by his careful pro- 
vision against the least waste of it after 
all were satisfied. Here is your fine 
opportunity for a convincing word in 
behalf of our present duty in national 
food conservation. (1) 

Call attention to the prominence 
given .this miracle above all others, it 
being the only one recorded by all four 
of Jesus’ biographers. Note the imme- 
diate connection between this most ma- 
terial of his works and the transfigura- 
tion, the most spiritual scene since his 
baptism, Such striking facts must hold 
a precious teaching for us,—let us not 
miss it. 

A deeper study of the miracle itself 
will help us find the answer to our 
questions. First, -then, it teaches us 
Jesus’ recognition of our physical reali- 
ties and needs,—-a complete refutation 
of the Christian Scientists’ denial of 
them. Plant this truth in your girls’ 
minds, for they will need it. His com- 
passion for this multitude of sheep 
without a shepherd certainly began with 
sympathy for their physical hunger and 
exhaustion and a material supply for 
their bodily need. But it is equally cer- 
tain it did not end there. Second, it is 
plain he expects his followers to pass 
on what he gives to them, “Give ye 
them to eat,” but it is also plain that 
they had nothing to pass until he gave 
it to them! And how beautiful is the 
reverse side of this truth, that he 
waits on the gift of our all to him 
not only to bless the giver, but often 
many other lives lack the bread of life 
because of the failure of one to surren- 
der all. Would he have fed that crowd 
had that little boy not given his all to 
be used by the Lord? And third, our 
Golden Text sets forth Jesus’ ruling 
principle in ministering. He kept self 
the servant of service always. What 


lessons are these for our girls, so many 
of whom already feel the call to “social 
service”! 

And last-and deepest and most needed 
of all, comes the lesson found in Jesus’ 
own words concerning the lesson of this 
open 


miracle. With all Testaments 





(are they Pocket Testament League- 
ers?) read John 6:26, 27, 33-40, and 
51-58. Actual, personal appropriation 
and assimilation of this bread of life 
into the very fibers of our lives; it is 
for this use he offers us the bread of 
life.to-day, even.as he gave the loaves 
and fishes to that hungry crowd on the 
shores of blue Galilee so long ago. Will 
you take it and eat it? (2) 

Close with this prayer—said or sung: 
“Bless thou the truth, dear Lord, to me, to me, 
As thou didst bless the bread by Galilee; 
Then shall all bondage cease, all fetters fall, 
And J shall find my peace—my All in All.” 

(3) 
Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Philippians 2: 1-11 

The one request: this time should be 
the setting in order of the individual 
note-books containing outlines, map, 
hymns, ete., used this quarter. Be sure 
they are all brought to. class, complete 
to date, next Sunday. 


ATLANTA, GA. 
ve 


Pucker’s ‘‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Introduction: Review of the apostles’ 
missionary tour; an invitation to an out- 
ing. 

Explanation of desert, and why the 
crowd followed him. 

Teaching points: Compassion forgets 
self; miracles natural to God; the pa- 
triotism of conservation. 

Illustrations: Map; callings that can- 
not always have needed rest. 











wy was the last stunt Jesus 
had called on his troop of scouts 
to carry out?” was teacher’s first ques- 
tion last Sunday. Fatty spoke up and 
told how Jesus sent them out by twos 
to distribute a message and drive out 
devils. When they got back and re- 
ported, Jesus invited them to a day’s 
outing in the woods over on the east 
side of the lake, so they. could rest up. 
Bert stuck the pin in our map to mark 
the place where they went, and tied a 
black thread from Capernaum over to 
it, showing where they took a boat ride 
across the lake. 

“I wouldn’t want to go to no desert,” 
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grumbled Bulldog Jones, looking at 
verse thirty-two. But teacher explained 
that it was a desert only in the sense 
that there were no people living there. 
It was no doubt a beautiful grassy, 
wooded slope (John 6:10), looking 
down on to the lake,—just the place to 
lie on the grass and rest. 

“What interruption came to 
their holiday?” was the next 
So Bumps told how the crowd 
around the shore and when 
there was a whole bunch o 
ing for him, 

“Why were these people so anxious 
to be with Jesus, Pucker?” asked 
teacher. I had heard father and mother 
talking about it Sunday morning, so I 
told him some were pilgrims on their 
way to the Jerusalem feast, who had 
heard of Jesus’ miracles when they 
reached Capernaum and wanted to see 
some for themselves (John 6:4, 5). 
Others had seen their friends healed 
(John 6:2), and were still amazed at 
Jesus’ power; while still others were 
surely those whom he had cured, and 
whose gratitude would not let them 
stay away. Probably the man that was 
lowered down through the roof was 
there, and all four of his friends. Then 
of course there were some more sick to 
be healed (Matt. 14: 14). 

“What would you have done, George, 
if your private picnic had been broken 
up that way?” asked teacher, turning 
to Bulldog. 

“I’d have fired them quicker than 
scat,” declared Bulldog. “A fellow’s 
got a right to his rest.’ ; 

“Yes,” smiled teacher, “except a doc- 
tor, or a nurse, or a soldier, or a mother, 
or a scout, or a Christian. They have 
to help others and think of self last, 
even when they are tired.” 

We read the verse where Jesus was 
so sorry for the crowd that he gladly 
gave up his plans and taught them 
clear up until evening. “Moved with 
compassion,” were the main words. 
Teacher wants us to watch allthis week 
for needs that appeal to our compas- 
sion, people in trouble, you know, and 
our mothers when they are tired, and 
then to report next Sunday how many 
times we could put aside our own plans 
to help them.. He says that’s one of 
the very best ways to follow Christ, and 
that our daily good turns don’t really 
count much unless we do them from 
hearts full of tender compassion. 

Well, that crowd all expected to get 
back to Capernaum for supper, so none 
of them had brought anything to eat, 
except one boy. The disciples didn’t 
know what to do, with a training camp 
on their hands and no supplies. But the 
Divine power that can make wheat and 
fish mukiply and increase “naturally,” 
as we say, could make them increase 
supernaturally. Teacher says probably 
the only difference is that one we think 
we know a little about, and the other 
we realize we don’t know anything 
about, but to God one is just as easy 
and natural as the other. Anyway, they 
all had a good square meal. Even the 
boys were full for once (v. 42). 

“What did they do with the pieces 
left over?” asked teacher; “throw them 
in the garbage pail?” 

“No, sir,” yelled Fred Keller, the 
minister’s son. “They believed in con- 
servation. Every apostle got his grub 
sack full for the next hike.” Teacher 
talked a while about how important it 
is that we all save food these days for 
our army “somewhere in France.” He 
thinks we boys can really help win the 
war by eating less sugar and not leav- 
ing our crusts. Then, of course, there 
are the war gardens we are going to 
raise this summer, and teacher believes 
we ought to pray for God’s blessing on 
oon just as Jesus blessed the bread and 

sh. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Philippians 2: 1-11 
Each boy assigned to 


spoil 
uestion. 
ollowed 
esus landed 
folks wait- 


impersonate 


some one of the characters in the Quar- 
ter’s lessons whom Jesus helped, and to 
tell what Jesus did for him, in the way 
Se character impersonated would 
tell it. 


Terre Haute, INnp, 
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No Intelligent 
Person To-day 


doubts the superiority of 
SCOTT’S EMULSION 


for colds, bronchitis, throat 
or ‘lung troubles. 
It overcomes these troubles 
and purifies the blood to 
resist a relapse. 
Scott’s Emulsion is 
a powerful pure-food- 
tonic free from stimu- 
lants or opiates. 
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T yf Sunday School Times is a weekly 
journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, ard the Christian life and 
service; it goes into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than thirty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
‘and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday Schoo! Times is pub- 
lisked weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 
postage : 
$1 00 Five or more copies, either 

° to separate addresses or ina 
package to = address, $1 each, per year. 
$1.50 One copy, or any number of 

copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per year. One copy, five years, $6. 
ne free copy ad- 


2 Oo 
Free Copies ditional will be al- 


lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





March 31. Lessons from the Risen Christ’s 
Forty Days. John 21: 10-17. (Easter 
meeting.) 

April 7. Christian Duty and Privilege. IV. 
Bible-reading. Psa. 119 : 9-16. (Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 

April 14. How to Enjoy Sunday. Isa. 58: 


5-14. 
April 21. How and What to Read. Phil. 4: 8; 
1 Tim. 4: 13. 


Sunday, March 24 


Remedies for Intemperance 
(Eph. 5: 15-21). 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Personal abstinence (Rom. 14: 21). 
Tues.—Education (Prov. 23 : 29-32). 
Wed.—The Gospel cure (1 John 3: 1-3). 
Thurs.—The law of love (Rom. 13 : 8-10). 
Fri.—Tie law of force (Exod. 21 : 28-36). 
Sat.—Temperance pledges (Jer. 35 : 1-11). 











What remedy for intemperance is most 
effectual? 

Why are remedies for intemperance needed ? 

Discuss national prohibition as a remedy 
for intemperance. 


HE one sure remedy for intemper- 
ance is personal total abstinence. 
Temperance would be a remedy for 
intemperance if it could be relied upon. 
But it cannot. All the intemperance 
there is begins as temperance. If no 
one used liquor temperately no one 
would ever use it intemperately. It is 
temperance which provides all the in- 
temperate. But total abstinence pro- 
duces no intemperance. It never can do 
so without wholly abandoning itself and 
becoming something diametrically oppo- 
site. Temperance, on the other hand, 
may glide imperceptibly into intemper- 
ance. It usually does so imperceptibly 
when it does so at all, No temperate 
drinker does set out to be a drunkard. 
He becomes so unintentionally. Let us 
make it plain: not every temperate 
drinker ends as a drunkard, but every 
drunkard begins as a temperate drinker. 
If one will totally abstain he will miss 
whatever trifling pleasure the temperate 
drinker enjoys, and he will miss the 
deadly peril to which the temperate 
drinker is exposed, 


The Christian principle is a sure 
remedy and protection. That principle 
forbids self-indulgence, the gratifica- 
tion of appetite for its own sake. It 
calls for a margin of safety in moral 
character and disallows all needless 
playing with fire. It asks not, “What can 
I hold to in personal indulgence and 
still be a Christian?” but, “How far can 
I hold myself from ali that hampers 
and hinders?” It considers not one’s 
own rights, but other people’s interests. 

“If drinking will help to perpetuate the 
custom ef drinking and the dangers of 
intemperance to weaker men and to 
society I will touch no wine while the 
world stands,” is what the Christian 
spirit says. 


But it is probably the economic argu- 
ment that.has weighed most with men in 
recent years and that accounts for the 
spread of prohibition in the United 
States. The discernment of the fact that 
intemperance is sheer waste and eco- 
nomic suicide is triumphing over the 
ideas which tolerated the saloon and the 
liquor traffic. Especially in these war 
times, when speed and accuracy are 
essential, manufacturers are saying to 
the government: “If you want more 
coal, more munitions, more ships, close 
the saloons. They impair the efficiency 
of labor and cut down the time sched- 
ules.” Some future generation will 
look back upon the liquor trade and 
gambling and some other indulgences 
which are not so morally indefensible 
as all alike economic idiocies. 


we 
A love for God’s will and the pure 


Philadelphia, Pa. | and fair world which that will seeks to 





| bring in will make men sick and im- 
| patient of intem eet in themselves 


and in society. hat right has it to be 
here defiling and disfiguring the world? 
It is a radical and vicious offense to all 
that is natural and beautiful. The world 
should be all clean and sweet and fair. 
The smell of the distillery and the brew 
house strikes across the flower fields and 
the woods and the brooks as something 
bestial and offensive. 


New York City, 





[ Children at Home 
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There was a tiny tin box of paste and a 
brush, and a note which said, “Dear 
Sarah: These pictures are not pasted 
very tight. You had better go over 
them.” Here was work at once, to 
oe them tight, and then to finish the 

For she must find pictures of 
pene out in the street, trees, 
clouds, telegraph poles, horses, dogs, 
trucks, grocery wagons, trunks, 
everything ! other brought some old 
magazines and some _ scisso.s, at. 1 
Sarah went to work. Every a there 
were more things to find and paste in; 
and by the time the book was full Sarah 
was well! 


Loutsvitiz, Ky. 





Sarah’s Book of Mumps 
By Ella Broadus Robertson 


ARAH had the mumps. Her throat 

hurt, and her cheeks were surpris- 
ingly fat. She had to stay in one room, 
away from the other children, But it 
was certainly a pleasure to be with her 
mother all the time, for her mother 
was not only very dear and very pretty 
to look at, but very entertaining. How- 
ever, the ‘days began to seem long. So 
Sarah was very glad when the doorbell 
rang, and a present was brought up. It 
was a book, a very odd book, It was 
made of little thin sheets of cardboard 
tied together. On the outside was a 
picture of some little yellow chicks, and 
the words, in printing letters, “The 
Book of Mumps. For a Lonesome 
Chicken.” All the words inside were 
carefully printed too, except the ones 
put here in capitals; they were not 
words at all, but pictures pasted in! To 
Sarah’s surprise, the story in the book 
was all about herself: 

“Once there was a little GIRL named 
Sarah. She had the Mumps. It is very 
trying to have the Mumps. To make it 
worse, TWO LITTLE COUSINS had 
come to see her, and AUNT HELEN, 
too. But she could not PLAY with 
them. 

“When you have the Mumps, you can- 
not go to SCHOOL. You cannot go to 
CHURCH. You cannot ride on the 
TRAIN, or in an AUTOMOBILE. You 
cannot play with BALLOONS. You 
cannot COAST. You cannot go on 
errands like BROTHER, or have visit- 
ors like GRANDMOTHER. You can- 
not go to a PARTY. 

“Sarah wished she could fly like the 
BIRDS and BUTTERFLIES, or run 
like a RIVER, or fight like a SOLDIER. 
Sarah did not like to be still. She 
wanted to go out and pick ROSES, or 
chop down CHERRY-TREES like 
GEORGE WASHINGTON, or 
SWING, or go SHOPPING with her 
grandmother. She had to stay in the 
HOUSE, and she could not go up and 
down the STAIRS. So she could not 
even play on the PIANO. The TYPE- 
WRITER was downstairs, too. 

“She could play with her DOLL, 
though, and put her to BED at night. 
But of course she could not hold the 
BABY. It is fine that dolls do not 
have Mumps. 

“Sarah was only six, so she could not 
read all the books in the BOOK-CASE. 
But she could look at PICTURE- 
BOOKS. She could read about OLD 
KING COLE. She could not sing like 
a CANARY, but she could croak like 
the FROGS! 

“She could not eat TOMATOES or 
RADISHES, because they would hurt. 
She could not eat WATERMELONS 
or CANTALOUPES or CORN, because 
they hadn’t come in yet. She could 
have BEANS and PEAS. Her mother 
made her lovely JELLY and things like 
that. And she had a pretty PLATE to 
eat from, because she was sick. 

“One day a MESSENGER-BOY 
came to the door and brought Sarah 
some FLOWERS. The POSTMAN 
brought her three POST-CARDS. 
When she looked out of the WINDOW, 
the CHILDREN would wave to her. 
Once a MONKEY came by.” 

Here the book broke off, and there 
were several blank pages. At the top 


was printed, “What else did Sarah see?” 








Did You Help 
with the First 
Handred Thousand ? 


—the first hundred thousand Pocket 
Testament League Testaments already 
placed in our American camps ? 


Thank you! No one could have 
helped our boys in the service in any 
more direct and vital way. 


For the method of distribution ey 
our field staff, chaplains, CA. 
secretaries, and the soldiers and sailors 
is a/ways a definite soul-winning op- 
portunity of rare effectiveness. 


You Will Help 


with the Next 
Handred Thousand ? 


—help to answer the actual requests 
now on file for more than 60,000 ‘Testa- 
ments which simply await the necessary 
funds, and to go right on with this ‘T'es- 
tament reading, Testament carrying, and 
soul-winning movement as long as any 
of our men are unreached. 


Notwithstanding the large numbers of 
Testaments drawn from several import- 
ant sources, the demand is by no means 
met, according to one of the most promi- 
nent Y.M.C.A,. leaders, and the ex- 
perience of our field staff. 


Seventy-five dollars will equip a com- 
pany (250 men) with the League Testa- 
ment. 


Please address your inquiries or your 
gifts to 


BUSINESS MEN’S WAR COUNCIL OF 
THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 

J. Lewis Twaddell, Treasurer, 

520 Witherspoon Bidg.. Philadelphia, Pa. 








1,500 XANDER’S HYMNS SOLD 


LEXANDER’S 
HYMNS No. 


AN UP-TO-DATE HYMN BOOK 
GREATLY ENLARGED. MANY NEW HYMNS 





Send for Sample 
Tag Boards, net, 20c.; See nor ee 
Cloth, net, . . .35c.; $30.00 per 100 








F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Sth Av., N.Y. 17 N. Wabash Av. Chicago 


Individual Communion Cups 


Convenient, Noiseless and Sanita 
List of thousands of churches using our onpe and FREE 








- CATALOG with quotations sent upon req 


SANITARY COMMUNION OUTFIT CO. 7ST, CHESTER 


Send for Our Catalog 


The Sunday School Times Book Department 
is creating a literature of inspiration and service 
for Sunday-school teachers and officers, adult 
Bible students, and all who are striving for 
greater efficiency in Christian work. Only 
needed books dave any place on our list. You 
have friends who would be glad to have some 
of these books as gifts. Your own equipment 
for Christian service calls for good books of 
permanent value. Such books we publish. 
Why not own some of them? Send postal. 
card request for catalog. 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 24 (Mark 6 : 32-56! 


the Sunday-School Worker 


Adult Class Questions 
Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 


Will you kindly give your latest statistics 
of men’s Bible classes, and also tell what the 
Adult Bible Class Movement is doing in this 
country to give men and women something 
to do in Sunday-school work.—H. M. R. 
HE statistics of the Organized Adult 
Classes are gathered by the Interna- 
tional Association quadrennially. The 
next report will be given at the Inter- 
national Convention, which meets at 
Buffalo, June 20-26, 1918. Our office 
records, however, show that 64,308 
classes have been organized according to 
the International standard and have re- 
ceived the International certificate of 
recognition. These classes at the time 
of registration had a membership of 
1,546,327. ; ; 

2. No class can receive International 
recognition unless it is a part of some 
chu school. This requirement I re- 
gard as essential, that the adult classes 
may be in a position automatically to 
help the Sunday-school in every phase 
of its program. ‘There are, however, 
certain types of work which have been 
regularly recommended to the adult 
classes. Among these. may be men- 
tioned : 

(1) Provide teachers and officers for 
every department of the Sunday- 
school. 

(2} Support the Sunday-school finan- 
cially, making it possible for the 
school to have every kind of needed 
equipment. 

(3) Make the Home Extension De- 
partment a regular part of their class 
programs, that those who are _ hin- 
dered from coming to the adult classes 
may be related to their study program 
and also their midweek activities. 

(4) Organize and conduct parent- 
training classes. The International 
Adult Division Leaflet No. 6 explains 
quite fully the heed for parent-train- 
ing and gives detailed instructions as 
to how the work may be done, in- 
cluding lists of books suitable for 
class study and for home libraries. 

(5) Seek definitely to win the fa- 
thers, mothers, big brothers, and 
sisters to the Sunday-school, and thus 
create an adult atmosphere in the 
church school and give-leadership and 
example to the children and young 
people. 

(6) Study the entire needs of the 
Sunday-school of which each class is 
a part, and seek every possible oppor- 
tunity to. encourage and help every 
department of the school. 


ww 
Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


An. objection to the training course 
offered by some of our young people is the 
lack of time. Two girls are housemaids and 
the boys work in the mill. I would be glad 
if you could send some word to encourage 
them. 

HINGS that are worth doing usually 

require earnest effort. It is worth 
while to sacrifice much time and com- 
fort to acquire skill for. the Master’s 
service. 

Many of the students in teacher- 
training endure hardness for Christ’s 
sake. One housemaid pins the text- 
book to the kitchen wall that she may 
glance at it and study while washing the 
dishes. Word just comes te us from 
a student who arose at four o’clock in 
the morning, finished the family wash 
by eight o’clock, helped in the house- 
work till noon, then after dinner she and 
her father cut one hundred shocks of 
corn. That evening she took the ex- 





amination on part of the teacher-train- 
ing course and received a grade well 
above passing. 


Some of our teachers and also a few of 
the Sunday-school pupils of about seventeen 
desire to be organized into a training class. 
They all feel the need of better Bible knowl- 
edge. They do not seem to be interested in 
psychology or pedagogy, and yet I think we 
could persuade them to take up a. course 
that will not be difficult. Kindly advise us 
what to do. 

HE First Standard teacher-training 

text-books are admirably adapted to 
the needs of such a class as you are 
lanning to organize. We have personal 
oat e of many thousands of stu- 
dents who have pursued these studies 
with most gratifying results. 

These text-books contain fifty or 
more lessons, with about twenty lessons 
on the Bible, ten lessons on psychology, 
ter lessons on pedagogy, and ten lessons 
on the Sunday-school. 

Among the books that you might look 
over are “Training the Teacher” (The 


‘Sunday School Times Company, Phila- 


delphia; cloth, 50 cents; paper, 35 
cents); “Teacher Training Lessons” 
(The Methodist Book Concern, New 
York, 35 cents); “Preparation for 
Teaching” (Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, 25 cents). There are quite a 
number of other books approved for the 
First Standard Course. From them you 
will be able to adopt a text that will 
meet your need. 


ye 
Home Department Questions 


Discussed by James Mudge, D.D. 


Editor of the Visitors’ Edition of the Home 
Department Quarterly (Methodist) 


How do you avoid the charge that the 
Home Department is simply another device 
for raising money? 

Sy the matter of finance carefully 
in the background, Mention it only 
incidentally, perhaps not at all on the 
first call. Sometimes the Quarterlies 
and envelopes are furnished by the 
school. This has its advantage, yet on 
the whole it is probably better to have 
the Department stand on its own feet 
financially. This can easily be done 
without offense by .gentle suggestions 
that the envelopes, with their marking, 
are an essential part of the system, al- 
though cogtributions are in no way ob- 
ligatory. A financial report should be 
sent to the members from time to time 
showing just what has been done with 
the money already given, and this will 
encourage the giving of more. 


Just how do you begin in Home Depart- 
ment work? ’ 

T IS not strange that this question 

comes up again and again, for as the 
attention of new people is from time 
to time called to the importance of the 
work they feel helpless about it, and in 
need of elementary instruction. Per- 
haps some one who reads these words 
will be moved to make a start if told 
briefly just how to do it. 

First send to your denominational 
headquarters for fifteen or twenty 
copies of their Home Department 
Quarterly, with report envelopes to 
match, which you will probably have to 
pay for, and ask them also for a good 
supply of whatever literature they send 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A Monthly Bureau of Information for | 


free, as well as for samples of other 
things which you may order later. Get 
a list from your pastor of those mem- 
bers or families in the church or con- 
gregation who do not attend Sunday- 
school. Go to them personally, show 
the magazine, praise it. Explain that it 
will be left with them without charge, 
and their names enrolled as members 
of the Home Department, if they will 
promise to read the lessons each week, 
iving about half an hour to it regu- 
arly. This will start the organization, 
When you get forty or fifty members 
you will need some Visitors to assist in 
distributing the magazines and gathering 
the report envelopes. Pick the best you 
can find, and with their help drive ahead 
toward the hundred mark as rapidly as 
possible. A thorough canvass of the 
parish will be sure to give you this or 
more. 





Ask Marion Lawrance! 








Missouri.—Is it wise to omit either the 
opening or the closing exercises ?—C. A. 
HAT depends. The chief feature of 
the Sunday-school is the lesson 
period, and nothing should be allowed 
to interfere with it. When the school is 
graded, there will be a very brief open- 
ing service and just enough ‘of a closing 
service to make a proper ending of the 
session. I do not think it is necessary 
to omit either opening or closing exer- 
cises, and if properly conducted they can 
be made very helpful. 


New York.—Do you believe in Sunday- 
school examinations?—L. A. H. 

ES. Many schools have examina- 

tions for their Sunday-school schol- 
ars, and make much of them. Without 
doubt, they increase the interest and 
strengthen the memory, Many schools 
have questions on each lesson, these 
questions to be answered at home. They 


are often printed in the church calendar | 


or On some other slip, week by week. 
The standing of the scholar in his 
yearly average is affected by the study 
of the lessons indicated by the written 
answers. It is difficult to keep up the 
interest 
There és not nearly so much done in the 
line of Sunday-school examinations as 
there ought to be. Examinations, prop- 


erly conducted, are a tremendous in- | 


centive to Bible and lesson study. 


Illinois—The Young People’s Bible Class 
wishes to obtain a circulating library. Where 
can we get this? I have been in schools 
where these are used, but never knew where 
they got them.—J. S. 

HIS question of Circulating Libra- 

ries has come to me very frequently 
through the channel of this department. 
I have made inquiries but have been un- 
able to find any place where Circulating 
Libraries are to be had; that is, where 
they are furnished a given place and 
then passed on to another place. 

The schools of a given locality might 
get together and secure such a library, 
one school holding it for a number of 
months, and then another school taking 
it; but we imagine this would not be 
satisfactory. It would be far better for 
the school to procure a small library,— 
if it cannot get a large one,—and have 
it all its own. The adding of one new 
book a month will keep it fresh, if that 
book is well chosen, 

There was a time when Circulating 
Libraries were furnished by certain pub- 
lishing houses or dealers, but a wide 
correspondence on my part has failed 
to reveal where they are obtainable now. 





How to Get a Bible Success Band Booklet 





issue of March 30, 1918. 
list of ten such names and addr 


successfully used b 





Woe you like to have a Bible Success Band booklet? The Sunday School 

Times wants the names of elementary Sunday-school teachers who are not already 
subscribers to the Times, to whom will be sent a copy of the Elementary Number, the 
The Bible Success Band booklet will be: sent you for a 
esses received before the end of March. Your letter 
should be addressed to the “ Methods Editor.” 
elementary teachers, a Parents’ Da 
Baldwin, a valuable bibliography for workers with children, and other helpfu! articles. 


In this number will be a page of methods 
article by Mrs. Maud Junkin 








in this, but it can be done. | 

















The Vote Is for 
Corn Puffs 
Usually 


Ask children what cereal 
food they like best, and they 
usually say Puffed Grains. 

Ask which Puffed Grain, 
and those who know them will 
usually say Corn Puffs. 


Hominy Bubbles 


Corn Puffs are drop-size bub- 
bles, toasted, thin and flimsy. 
They are pellets of hominy, steam 
exploded into crisp, airy globules. 

The flavor is like toasted corn 
flakes. But the bubble form 
and filmy texture add wondrous 
fascinations. 

They seem like confections. 
Yet they are com hearts made 
easy to digest. Every food cell 
is exploded. 

In these days every home 
should know how good com 
foods can be. d these are 
the supreme corn dainties. Try 

em. 


Puffed Corn 
Rice Puffs 
Puffed Wheat 


Each 15c Except in Far West 














Serve with sugar and cream, or mixed 
with fruit, or floated in bowls of milk. 
Use like nut meats on ice cream or in 
home candy making. Scatter them 
in your soups. 

Or crisp and lightly douse with 
melted butter for children to eat dry. 
They are better liked than sweetmeats. 
Yet every serving means a scientific 
food of which every atom feeds. 


The QuakerQats @mpany 


Sole Makers 


After-School Confections 
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GARDEN TOOLS 
Answer the ‘‘war gardener’s”’ big 
question: How can I produce the 
most food in spare moments? How 
meet increased costs and war taxes? 


IRON AGE Wheel Plow 


and Cultivator 
per to push, fast, thor 


low in cost. Opens 
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What is sanctification? 


This question is pagel on 
page 1353 of the 


Scofield 
| Reference Bible 


Ed. by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, D.D. 
Helps at all the hard 
Bible on the y OC- 
: cur. Dr. Scoheld's helps are equal 
v to a Bible study course. 
New Edition. 2 Sizes. 32 Styles 
Ask to see the Pocket Edition printed on Oxford 
India Paper. Circular upon request. At all dealers. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH 
35 West 32d Street, - - New York 
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The Bible Success Band booklets for 
1918 are better than ever. One of the 
new features is a message on Bible mem- 
orising from Bishop Moule. His testi- 
mony will help you. The booklets may 
be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company at 15 cents each, or in quan- 
tities of 10 or more at 12 cents each, 





Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. 
Grade Onty. 








Highest 
Established 1827. 


Main Office and Works **"43.5°°°" | 
Hook & Hastings Co. 


BRANCHES 
Boston, New York, Phila. Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 

















CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





March 18 to 24 


Mon.—Mark 6: 32-44. 
Jesus Ministering to the Multitude. 
The multitude ever made its appeal 
to the Saviour, whose heart was stirred 
to pity because of the great need it rep- 
resented. To send the crowds away was 
not his to do; they must be fed, and 
in true kingly’ fashion did he deal out 
a portion to each. 
Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
Church of God may realize her responsi- 
bility toward the crowds. Think of the 
millions herded together in our great 
cities, many of them as ignorant of 
Christ as are the darkest heathen. 
Tues.—Mark 10: 35-45. 
Not to Be Ministered Unto. 
The hjghest place in Heaven is not 
given by favoritism, but reached by fit- 
ness; and that fitness brought about, not 
by any magical process, but by service. 
“Fellowship in Christ’s sufferings was 
declared to be the qualification for shar- 
ing in his dignity.” His utter self- 
surrender is crowned by his cross, 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for our 
soldiers and sailors; that the vile plans 
of human vultures who fatten on the 
demoralization of our men may be frus- 
trated; for the Prohibition movement 
throughout the country, and the over- 
throw of every agency bent on the de- 
struction of morality and virtue; for 
blessing on the ministry of God’s Word 
in the camps. 
Wed.—Exod. 16: 14-24. 
Bread in the Wilderness. 


A truly quaint writer has said of this 


event, “Never was there such a market 
of provision as this, where so many 
hundred thousand men were daily 


furnished without money and without 
a Never was there such an open 
ouse~kept-as’ God kept in the wilder- 
ness for forty years.” 

P yer Succestions: Pray for our 
boys and girls; that their young lives 
may be preserved pure for God and a 
strength to the nation; for the children 
of your own family circle and acquaint- 
ance; for their schools and_ school 
teachers, their young friends and com- 
panions, and pray that they may early 
be won for Christ and his church. 


Thurs.—John 6: 27-39. The Bread of Life. 


Our Lord claims to be the sufficient 
satisfaction of the soul. It is not that 
he gives bread, but that he is the bread. 
We cannot separate what Christ gives 
from what he is. Christ is needed as 
a necessity and not aS i luxury. As we 
cannot live without bread, we cannot 
truly live without Christ. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a 
vision of the world’s need from a mis- 
sionary standpoint, Out of the one bil- 
lion of the world’s population, it is esti- 
mated there is a death roll of thirty 
millions a year. It is further admitted 
that nine out of every ten Christians do 
nothing tu help evangelize the world. 


Fri.—1 John 3: 14-24. A Brother Indeed. 


Good wishes are but mockeries with- 
out good works, and verbal sympathy 
without practical help is cold charity. 
Love to the brethren is founded on love 
to God; where the latter is genuine the 
former will not be awanting, but where 
there is no love to God, love to man 
vanishes in mere sentiment. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for a 
true love to men. We shall never truly 
help others -until we love them; for a 
truer expression of love among Chris- 
tians. How sadly lacking is the Church 
in this grace, and yet by it all men shall 
know we are Christ’s disciples. 
Sat.—Matt. 25 : 31-40. 

Ministering to the Needy. 

No man can merit eternal life on the 
ground of feeding the hungry and 
clothing the naked, but as an instance 
of genuine charity it is put here as an 
illustration of that faith which worketh 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


cate” is part of the business of our 
Christianity. 

Prayer. Succestions: Give thanks 
for the present position in Palestine and 
pray that there may be a genuine. re- 
pentance on the part of the Jews and 
a receiving of Christ as Messiah in life 
and practise. Pray for all missionary 
work among the Jews in Palestine. 
Sun.—Matt. 25: 14-23. 

Jesus Rewarding the Faithful. 


To hear his “Well done”. will be 
enough. All service rendered to the 
Lord will receive his recognition and 
approval. It is the faithfulness and not 
the success that is emphasized. It is the 
Master and not the servant who pro- 
nounces the “Well done.” While he 
says, “Well done,” our attitude must 
ever be “unprofitable servants.” 

Prayer SuGGestions: Pray to be 
able to-day to seek first the Kingdom 
of God, and to be saved from permit- 
ting secondary things to usurp the place 
of the first things on this holy day. 
Pray to understand some of the great 
truths set forth by the Lord’s Day and 
to enter into the joy of union with 
Christ in his death and resurrection. 
New York Clirty. 


Teacher of children, do you think be- 
cause the Sunday-school lesson for 
March 24, 1918, “Jesus Ministering to 
the Multitude,” is a Bible story about 
a child, that you can teach it with your 
usual amount of preparation? Well, you 
are mistaken, if you have never read the 
masterpiece of Frederick Hall, the Bible- 
story-teller in whose brilliant imagina- 
tion The Sunday School Times readers 
revel from time to time. “The Boy With 
the Lunch” will be a wedge of gold with 
which to open your children’s minds for 
a wonderful moral. This story of Mr. 
Hall’s appears in the volume of stories 
entitled “A Voice in the Night,” to be 
had from The Sunday School Times 











Dr. JamesM.Gray’s 
EASTER MESSAGES 
A PICTURE OF THE RESURRECTIO ON 


“An enlightening study of the future life.”” 


PROGRESS IN THE LIFE TO COME 39¢ 
“will 4 every believer.’ 
; 17 N. Wabash, coy 
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Thousands Starving in Bible Lands 
Easter Time, A.D. 1918 


Can we hope for true Christian fellowship on Easter Sunday 
or during Holy Week, if in the meantime we have closed our 
eyes, turned our backs, or even remained indifferent to the 
cry of the hungry and the dying in the land from which we 
have our Easter message ? 


3,000,000 Destitute 
400,000 of Whom are Orphans! 
~ What Would Jesus Do? 


During this most terrible winter the world has ever known, a million people 
in Bible lands are at this moment in danger of starvation. They are Armenians 
and Syrians in Asia Minor, Syria, the Russian Caucasus, Persia, and Palestine.— 
The Sunday School Times, April 7; 1917. 


Since the red horse of war and the black horse of famine have been running 
wild through Asia-Minor, a million Armenians have been slaughtered, and thou . 
fully two millions survive, they are continually on the verge of starvation. Of t 
surviving two millions, nearly half a million are children, and half of these chil- 
dren are orphans.— The Sunday School Times, July 21, 1917. 


Each case is investigated by men trained in the mission schools of the 
American Board, some having been ministers or professors back in Armenia. 
This relief work, I found, will stand the acid test of the Associated Charities or of 
the Rockefeller Foundation ; for there is system in it all, down to the minutest 
detail. Nobody need fear that Armenian relief funds are either wasted or given 
to the undeserving.— 7he Sunday School Times, February 2, 1918. 


Relief is roo percent effective through responsible American 
administrators. : 

All money goes for relief, none for salaries, commissions or 
expenses. 

Write to the American Committee for Armenian and 
Syrian Relief, Cleveland H. Dodge, Treasurer, One Madison 
Avenue, New York, for additional information, including latest 
cablegrams and official reports. 
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by love. “To do good and to communi- 
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